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THE LERDER OF THE PACH 


For over a decade, PWI has been bringing the 
wrestling arena (and the locker room) to the 
fans. No other wrestling magazine that covers 
the entire spectrum of the sport can boast of 
the same quality writers, editors, and photog- 
raphers. PWI is acknowledged worldwide as 
the best! 


EHCLUGIVE FEATURED 


PWI’s award-winning staff is always where 
the action is, providing the most complete cov- 
erage of wrestling available anywhere. From 
the great staff of writers, through the dramat- 
ic peak-action photographs, to the magnificent 
full-color centerfold_-PWI brings you 
wrestling action at its best. PWI includes 
exclusive features you can't get anywhere 
else: Our comprehensive “Arena Reports” . . . 
Eddie Ellner’s vey and controversial “Off The 
Top Rope” . . . An incisive “Press Conference” 
with one of the sport's top stars . . . Extensive 
“Ratings” . . . “Scouting Reports” . . . “Time 
Capsules”. . . And don’t forget: Your subscrip- 
tion to PWI includes the spectacular 100-page 
year-end issue, priced at $3.50 on the news- 
stand (if you can find it!) and any other spe- 
cials we produce throughout the year. 


THREE WANG TO SUBSCRIBE 


© Now available for the first time, a six-issue 
subscription to PWI. Six power-packed edi- 
tions will be delivered right to your door for 
just $15. 

e Order a 12-issue subscription to PWI and 
receive two issues free! You'll get 14 issues 
for just $30—n 17% savings off the regular 
newsstand price, 

© To receive the greatest savings, order a 24- 
issue subscription to PWI at the low price of 
$60 and receive six issues free! That's 30 
issues for the cost of 24, a 25% savings off 
the regular newsstand rate! 


Don’t miss a single issue! Subscribe today! 
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Yes, | would like to subscribe to PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED “ 
CJ 1am enclosing $15 for a six-issue subscription 


C) | om enclosing $30 for a 12-issue subscription with the understanding that | will receive 
two issues free for a total of 14 monthly issues 


CL) Iam enclosing $60 for a 24-issue subscription with the understanding that | will receive 
six issues free for a total of 30 monthly issues 


Please indicate method of payment 


L) Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 
CL) VISA# 


Expiration Date: /___ 
MO/YR 
Send to: London Publishing Co. 
0. Box 91 


P.0. Box 910 
Fi, Washington, PA 19034 


Name 
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Price offer good in U.S. and Canada only. Foreign countries: $19.80 for six issues ($31.50 airmail); $39.60 for 12 issues ($68.50 airmail); 


$79.20 for 24 issues ($142.50 airmoil). International money order in U.S. funds only for orders outside U.S. Please allow up to eight weeks 
before you receive your first issue. 
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DAY DREAMING 

In the Winter 1994 issue, you 
had a “Superstar Dream Match” 
featuring a “triangular” bout 
between Hulk Hogan, Bret Hart, 
and Big Van Vader. This was a 
great match on paper; it’s just a 
shame that we will never be able 
to see it for real, although as | am 
writing this letter, Vader vs. Hogan 
is scheduled for SuperBrawl V. 

If the “triangular” match did ever 
happen, | would put all of my 
money on Vader. He is just too 
awesome to stop. 

BRUCE GRAY 
Orlando, FL 


WORLD TITLE DREAM 

As a lifelong fan of the NWA, | 
thoroughly enjoyed your “Su- 
perstar Dream Match” tournament 
to decide the all-time greatest 
NWA World heavyweight champi- 
on (Spring 1995). It would be great 
to see this battle of the best for 
real. To witness Dory Funk Jr. go 
against Lou Thesz with both men 
in their primes would be a true 
wrestling fan’s dream. At least we 
had the chance to use your “play- 
by-play coverage” to visualize the 
best grapplers in the history of the 
sport face off. 

Back when Buddy Rogers, Pat 
O’Connor, and even Jack Brisco 
held the belt, the NWA title meant 
something to the wrestlers. 
Nowadays, the NWA title isn’t as 
respected as it once was. It isn’t 
the coveted symbol of excellence 
that it once was. An NWA champi- 
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The “Superstar Dream Match” featuring the all-time NWA World title tournament 
was exciting to read, says Gene Stremba. He wishes he could still see legends like 
Dory Funk Jr. and Lou Thesz battle in their primes. 


on used to have to be a man of 
distinction, respect, and, most of 
all, pure wrestling ability. 

After enjoying the NWA tourna- 
ment, | am looking forward to the 
eventual faceoff between Ric Flair 
and the all-time WWF champ to 
decide the ultimate world champi- 
on of all-time. 

GENE STREMBA 
St. Louis 


EVIL THOUGHTS 

| thoroughly agree that Bob 
Backlund is one of “America’s 
Most Evil” (Spring 1995). The 
once-respectable man _ has 
snapped and become dangerous 
to everyone around him. No, Mr. 
Backlund doesn’t deserve to be in 
the same category as Jeffrey 
Dahmer. Actually, maybe he does, 
considering that he attacks people 


for basically no reason. One thing 
that is for sure is that Backlund 
must be mentally disturbed. | think 
he’s teetering on that edge before 
falling into the realm of loony land. 
The “Index Of Evil’ (with one 
being mediocre and 10 being 
maniacal) that accompanied the 
Backlund article was inaccurate 
with one of its ratings, though. 
Eddie Ellner should have been 
higher on the evil scale. He should 
have been about five. And also, 
you also forgot to add Newt 
Gingrich. 
TOMMY WATSON 
Phoenix, AZ 


Rick Steamboat will be missed, says 
reader Kim Ullman. This “Fan Forum” 
contributor is appalled that WCW barely 
acknowledged that a classy legend like 
“The Dragon” had decided to retire 
because of an injury. 


OUT OF STEAM 

Rick Steamboat was one of the 
greatest wrestlers to ever don a 
pair of tights. It was sad to see his 
career end in such a non-majestic 
way. The wrestling world should 
not have been robbed of watching 
Rick Steamboat and his wonderful 
talent for a few more years just 
because he suffered an injury. 
Right up until the very end of his 


career, Steamboat was a champi- 
on for the people. During his 18 
years in the ring, he always wres- 
tled for the fans, never turning his 
back on us. For this, we thank 
you, Rick. 

It is a shame that WCW did 
nothing to reflect upon Steam- 
boat's stellar career. It was barely 
mentioned that he retired at all by 
commentators. WCW showed just 
how unclassy an organization it is 
by basically ignoring the retire- 
ment of a true legend. They are 
too worried about pandering to 
Hulk Hogan to bother themselves 
with a little dignified acknowledge- 
ment of the end of an era. 

Enjoy the rest of your life, Rick 
Steamboat. You and your family 
deserve only the best. 

KIM ULLMAN 
Norman, OK 


LEFTOVER TURKEY 
You couldn’t have picked a bet- 
ter turkey to roast in your Winter 


1994 issue than Hulk Hogan 
(“First-Ever Turnbuckle Turkey 
Awards”). | fail to see why any 
wrestling magazine would contin- 
ue to fawn over that overgrown 
windbag. Hogan blatantly cheats 
in the ring. He scratches and bites 
his opponents, uses foreign objects 
in plain sight of the referee, and 
beats up women. As a champion, 
he’s a joke. What can you say about 
a “champion” who can’t find time 
to defend his title every 30 days as 
one is supposed to, yet has enough 
time to peddle his phone line and 
merchandise to gullible fans. 
JIM IMBRUGLIA 
Medford, MA 


SARDINE TOPPINGS 
The last thing | really needed to 
know is what The Bushwhackers 
eat on a sardine sandwich (“10 On 
10: 10 Stars Answer Your 10 Most 
Personal Questions,” Spring 
1995). That interview confirmed 
(Continued on page 66) 


What toppings The Bushwhackers like on their sardine sandwiches does not inter- 
est reader Jeff Andrews. He doesn’t want to see any more personal interviews with 
this wacky tag team in the magazine anytime soon. 
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runner-up in the Royal 
Rumble. 

As of press time, it 
has paid off in zero 
title shots. 

Remember now that 
Smith returned to the 
federation last August 
to help Bret even the 
odds in his feud with 
Owen Hart and Jim 
Neidhart. According to 
reliable sources, 
Davey Boy is very 
quickly growing tired of 
taking a backseat to 
“The Hitman.” 

“Let’s be honest,” 
said one WWF fan 
favorite. “Bret lost the 
World title, took a few 
months off, came 
back, then just picked 
up where he left off. 
He didn’t have to work 


Davey Boy Smith is tired of being passed over for title 
shots in the WWF, and he let WWF President Jack 
Tunney know about it. There are also signs that a 
Davey Boy-Bret Hart feud may be on the verge of re- 
starting. 


HE FRUSTRATION IS start- 

ing to show on the face of 
Davey Boy Smith. His win- 

loss record since he returned to 
the WWF last summer is outstand- 
ing. He has beaten King Kong 
Bundy, a top contender to the 
World title, Owen Hart, the man 
who got what seemed to be an 
endless series of title bouts 
against his brother Bret in 1994, 
and Bob Backlund, who held the 
World title for three days last 
November; Smith was also the 
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his way back into con- 
tention. Davey Boy won 
a ton of big matches 
while Bret was out. It 
got him nowhere. | think that ticked 
him off.” 

Smith reportedly had a meeting 
with WWF President Jack Tunney 
in which he demanded title shots; 
Tunney told him Bret, Shawn 
Michaels, Jeff Jarrett, and Razor 
Ramon would probably get World 
title shots before him. 

Bret has been much more 
aggressive since his loss to 
Backlund at Survivor Series, and it 
doesn’t seem likely that he will use 
his influence to help Davey Boy 
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get title shots. He is busy fighting 
to get back on top himself. Is a 
Bret-Davey Boy feud in the works? 
Probably not, but a few years ago, 
a Bret-Owen feud seemed very 
unlikely, too. 

**¥* 

Who will be the next Face of 
Fear? When he isn’t wrestling, 
Kevin Sullivan, the ringleader of 
the group, spends hours going 
over videotapes and making calls, 
trying to decide whom he will invite 
into his notorious group next. 

As of press time, it wasn’t clear 
if Big Bubba Rogers, who 
dropped his Guardian Angel 
moniker after getting into a fight 
with Sting at Clash of the 
Champions XXX, would be formal- 

(Continued on page 68) 


The Guardian Angel—who became Big 
Bubba Rogers again at the January 
Clash—may become the newest mem- 
ber of Kevin Sullivan’s Faces of Fear. 
Sullivan is looking for new men to help 
him destroy Hulk Hogan. 
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BIG BUBBA ROGERS 


“For anyone who cares, | changed my name to 
get the respect | deserve. | wanted to get back to 
my roots. Everyone feared me before, and now 
they will fear me again. They all know that Big 
Bubba Rogers is all about devastation and punish- 
ment. | will destroy anyone who gets in my way, 
and that includes you, Sting. You better keep your 
pretty face out of my business, or I'll blacken your 
eyes permanently so you won't need to put on 
makeup anymore.” 
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“Guess who's back! Did ya miss me? Sure ya 
did! | don't have nothin’ else to prove in the ring, 
but Shawn Michaels had to go shootin’ his mouth 
off about how he's some sort of god because he 
won the Royal Rumble. I've been watching that 
punk, and after thinking about it carefully for about 
five seconds, | decided that | could take him! | didn't 
forget nothing just because | haven't been in the ring 
lately. You want a shot at me, Michaels? You got it!" 
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RIC FLAIR 


“| bet all you people got excited when you saw 
me sitting at ringside for the Clash of the 
Champions, didn’t you? | bet all you suckers were 
expecting me to do something big. Well, I'm not 
telling you why | was at ringside, but | will say this: 
The ‘Nature Boy’ is always thinking one step ahead 
of everyone else. I'll never give away my secrets. A 
smart man like myself never gives away too much 
of himself. You'll find out soon enough why | was 
there! Whoooooo!” 


JERRY LAWLER 


“What weighs 235 pounds, has rotten teeth, 
and smells like a boiling pot of sardine-and-sweat- 
sock soup? The ‘Dorky White Boy,’ Tony Anthony! 
Or is it the ‘Dirty White Girl,’ what's-her-face? Well, 
whatever her name is, I'm still the Smoky Mountain 
champion! My royal prediction is that | will be the 
first man to hold the Smoky title, the USWA title, and 
the WWF World title all at the same time. How do | 
know that | can do it? Well, | am, after all, The King!” 
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JIM CORNETTE 


“Who would have ever thought that | would be 
managing The Rock ’n’ Roll Express? | didn’t think 
| could spend time with them and not feel nauseat- 
ed, but | can. Hey, you people may think that I've 
sunk to a new low, but I'm just getting my empire 
started. The Rock 'n’ Rolls and Heavenly Bodies in 
Smoky Mountain ... Mantaur, the Bodies, and 
Bruiser Bedlam in the WWF. Do | have an eye for 
talent, or what? I'll answer that one for all you 
idiots: Yes!” 


ARN ANDERSON 


“Once again, | have the WCW TV title belt 
around my waist, which should be renamed the 
Anderson belt because I've won it so many times. It 
was real easy to beat that sissy Johnny B. Baddly 
Dressed. I'm not one to beat on women usually, but 
| made an exception in this case. Actually, | didn’t 
have to hit that fool too much. Winning the belt was 
like stealing from a baby. | bet he’s still cryin’ to his 
mother about it. | almost feel bad about it. Almost.” 


CHRIS BENOIT 


“So everybody thinks Sabu is some kind of 
maniac ... this guy who has no fear of anything or 
anybody. | see it differently. Sabu is a coward. 
He’s not man enough to wrestle me one-on-one. 
Who else can say they broke Sabu’'s neck? Only 
me! It felt great to hear his vertebrae snap. And I'd 
do it again in a second. That's why people call me 
‘The Crippler.’ I'm not afraid of anyone, least of all 
that scrawny little wimp. Sabu, your days as a 
wrestler are numbered!” 
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“Let me tell you something: Me and my brother 
Booker T are sick and tired of hearing everybody 
talk about those damn Nasty Boys and the Steiner 
brothers. | don’t care what team comes into WCW; 
Harlem Heat will destroy them. | don’t care how 
good those Nastys or those damn Steiners were in 
the past—Harlem Heat is the team of the '90s. 
With Sister Sherri by our side, we will be the best 
team in wrestling for as long as we wanna be! 


DICK MURDOCH 


“It was great to kick some young butt in the 
Royal Rumble. | may be an old man, but ! know 
how to teach these weak, snot-nosed kids a les- 
son in real wrestlin’, Texas style. These punks 
have it easy today. They're a bunch of sissies, with 
their high flyin’ hoopla and pretty-boy looks. 
They look like a bunch of girls. They can’t fight, 
much less wrestle. | just gave ‘em all a lesson 
from a legend. | could beat them all in my 
sleep.” 


AL SNOW 


“If you haven't heard my name before, it's about 
time you did. A lot of people have called me the 
greatest superstar no one has heard of, and maybe 
that label fits. How many people out there can say 
they've beaten Sabu? | have, and | plan on doing it 
again. They say Extreme Championship Wrestling 
is the most violent federation in the country. If it is, 
I'm glad that's where I'm wrestling. Shane Douglas, 
Public Enemy ... I'll take 'em all on!” 


JESSE HENNIG 


“Another ‘Perfect’ son from a ‘Perfect’ family. | 
am enjoying myself, taking it easy here in the PWA 
in Minnesota. I’m working on some new moves, 
training with my father and brother, perfecting my 
skills so | can dominate wrestling soon. I’m taking 
things slow now, but someday my brother, Curt, 
and me will reign over the wrestling world as the 
princes of ‘Perfection.’ | will defeat anyone who 
challenges me. After all, there is no counter for 
‘Perfection.” 


BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 


“| think I've paid my dues in the USWA long 
enough. It’s time people took notice of me for what 
| am: a star. | like teaming with Jerry Lawler, but I'm 
ready to be my own man. I'll go toe-to-toe with Sid 
Vicious anytime he wants. | can beat anyone in the 
USWA, and that includes Lawler. I'll wrestle any- 
one | have to, because | plan on going right to the 
top. | hope | can do it with Jerry as my friend, but if 
it doesn’t work out that way, it's not my problem!” 
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THE SMOKIN’ GUNNS- 


high-caliber 


The West won the WWF 
World tag team title on 
January 23, when The 
Smokin’ Gunns beat the 
unheralded team of Bob 
Holly and The Kid. 
Disorder has been 


restored 


By Dave Rosenbaum 


HE MOST WIDELY held 
i view of the WWF tag team 
picture is that all of the really 
good teams are gone, and all 
that’s left are a bunch of worn-out 
veteran tandems with a few young 
, hopeless duos mixed in. 
have Me WWe ie The Smokin’ Gunns’ opinion of 
team belts now, but the WWF tag team picture is that 
considering the  there’s at least one duo worth get- 


weak state of tag ; j : Rij 

jeumna today, that ls ting excited about: Billy and Bart 
likely to change Gunn. 

soon. The Gunns Where you stand on the issue 
ae pee jist might depend on where you were 
be the best of a and what you were watching on 


weak crop. January 23, 1995, when The 
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Smokin’ Gunns rode_ into 
Palmetto, Florida, and won the 
World tag team title during a WWF 
Monday Night Raw broadcast. 
Even if you were impressed by 
Billy and Bart's victory over Bob 
“Spark Plugg” Holly and The Kid, 
how convincing was it? 

Holly and Kid had beaten Bam 
Bam Bigelow and Tatanka for the 
belts in a tournament final one 
night earlier. Before that champi- 
onship match, Bigelow and 
Tatanka had been together for all 
of two months, and they split up 
immediately following their loss. 
The tag team tournament itself 
came about after the title was 
declared vacant when Diesel and 
Shawn Michaels split up. Diesel 
and Michaels had defeated the 
unsteady Headshrinkers for the 
belts. 

Even Mabel and Mo, the much- 
dissed Men on a Mission, have 
held the WWF World tag team title 
during the past year. So did The 
Quebecers ... remember them? 

In fact, the current formula for 
success on the WWF tag team 


scene seems to be take a number, 
then wait for your chance to hold 
the belts. Everybody wins. 

But everybody’s losing when an 
inexperienced duo like Billy and 
Bart can place the gold belts over 
the leather holsters 
they're already wear- 
ing. Although we 
don’t question the 
hard work and time 
The Smokin’ Gunns 
put into climbing the 
WWF ladder and 
winning their first 
major title, we must 
question what it 
means. 

And whether the 
WWF World tag team 
title has been deval- 
ued by the inferior 
teams that have won 
it. What happened to 
Rick and _ Scott 
Steiner, The Road 
Warriors, and The 
Brainbusters? What 
became of The Hart 
Foundation, The 


Billy Gunn takes on Headshrinker 
Sionne. The Gunns-Headshrinkers bat- 
tles are probably the most exciting tag 
team matches in the WWF today. That 
isn’t really saying much. 


Billy takes aim at Fatu’s head. A lot of 
people will tell you that the Gunns never 
would have won the belts from The Kid 
and Bob Holly if Kid and Holly had more 
time to prepare for them. 
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The Gunns aren’t known for their aerial 
skills, but Bart can throw a decent drop- 
kick. It’s doubtful that dropkick would 
help if a truly great team like the 
Steiners or The Road Warriors came 
crashing back in to the WWF. 
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Rockers, and The British Bull- 
dogs? 

The history of the WWF World 
tag team title is forever smeared 
by these two lines: 

January 22, 1995: The Kid and 
Bob “Spark Plugg” Holly defeated 
Bam Bam Bigelow and Tatanka. 

January 23, 1995: The Smokin’ 
Gunns defeated The Kid and Bob 
“Spark Plugg” Holly. 

Good grief! The Clippers have 
won the NBA title! The Whalers 
won the Stanley Cup! Regis 
Philbin is Mr. Universe! 

Jim Cornette buried his head in 
his hands when he was reminded 
that The Smokin’ Gunns own 
many victories over his Heavenly 
Bodies. 

“Don’t remind me,” Cornette 
snapped. “Those were flukes. 
Anybody who saw the matches 
knows it. Don’t ask me how the 


Gunns can be World tag team 
champions. | never thought I’d see 
the day.” 

Jerry Lawler, part-time WWF 
commentator, part-time USWA 
wrestler, made the following boast: 
“Considering what's going on 
here, | should get together with 
Brian Christopher and ask for a 
match against the Gunns. | have 
no doubt we'd beat them.” 

Further marring The Smokin’ 
Gunns’ victory was that it took 
place one day after Holly and The 
Kid won a grueling match against 
Bigelow and Tatanka at the Royal 
Rumble. As was the case with Bob 
Backlund losing the belt to Diesel 
three days after the Survivor 
Series, many people didn’t think it 
was fair that the new champions 
had to defend their belts one day 
after a major pay-per-view event. 

“Its grueling,” said one WWF 


fan favorite. “I don’t think people 
understand that there’s a big dif- 
ference between a pay-per-view 
event and an ordinary match. It’s 
just emotionally draining, and one 
day isn’t long enough to recover. 
In my opinion, The Smokin’ Gunns 
winning the belts was like taking 
candy from a baby. Just too easy.” 

Billy and Bart don’t feel that 
way. They think they have been 
slighted by fans and the national 
media. In their opinion, they are 
the great young tag team every- 
body has been looking for. The 
problem is their name and their 
persona. It’s hard to take seriously 
a team called The Smokin’ Gunns. 
Billy and Bart look like they should 
be playing cowboys and Indians 
with the neighborhood children. 

“The Smokin’ Gunns as cham- 
pions is yet another example of 
the changing face of wrestling in 
North America,” said former NWA 
and WWF tag team champion 
Tully Blanchard. “All of a sudden, 
singles is in and tag teams are 
out. Remember in the late-1980s 
when it seemed like tag teams 
were in, and singles were out? 

“| think a lot of this goes back to 
the Crockett Cup tag team tourna- 
ment,” Blanchard continued. 
“Although it was only around for a 
few years, the million-dollar purse 
got a lot of people interested in 
forming tag teams. When the 
Crockett Cup ended, the empha- 
sis returned to singles, and it has 
basically stayed there ever since.” 

The week after they won the 
WWF World tag team title, The 
Smokin’ Gunns were ranked num- 
ber-one in the PW/ Weekly tag 
team ratings. It was a startling 
jump considering that they weren't 
even in the top 70 the week 
before. 


Yes, The Smokin’ Gunns do have a few 
ardent supporters out there. A lot of 
young people admire their energy and 
enthusiasm, but it is hard for some peo- 
ple to take two men who dress like cow- 
boys all that seriously. 


Now they are getting down to 
the hard work of proving them- 
selves as champions. The 
Heavenly Bodies and The 
Headshrinkers have tested them, 
as will Holly and The Kid and 
Jacob and Eli Blu. Certainly, there 
must be some other worthy teams 
out there, somebody who can 
shoot it up with The Smokin’ 
Gunns and put holes in their lonely 
claim to fame as worthy tag team 
champs. Or maybe the joke’s on 
us ... maybe the Gunns are as 
good as they claim to be. O 


Billy rolls out of the way of Sionne’s 
top-rope splash. The Headshrinkers, 
who held the belts for four months in 
1994, stand an excellent chance of 
regaining the title soon. So do a few 
other teams. 
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It’s clear that the pressure Ole 
Anderson (above) is putting on his son 
Bryant is much worse than anything 
Tracey Smothers has done to him in the 
ring (right). Ole may be the one who 
ultimately makes Bryant say “I quit.” 


Many times a champion 
himself, Ole Anderson is 
elp his son 
Bryant win a belt. But is 
he trying too hard? 
Family tradition is on the 


line, but so is the 


family itself 
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By Chris Bernucca 


to follow in his father’s footsteps. 

It happens in families in all walks 
of life, from taking over the grocery 
store to becoming a star major 
league baseball player. The tradi- 
tion is passed on from generation 
to generation as easily as the fam- 
ily name. 

Perhaps nowhere is that trait 
more evident than in wrestling, 
where the trade becomes the life- 
line of the entire family. Stu Hart 


T'S ONLY NATURAL for a son 


“Pe arming To Ole: 


has seen two of his sons become 
major stars and a daughter 
become the wife of a third stand- 
out. Blackjack Mulligan molded a 
pair of strapping young boys, 
Barry and Kendall Windham, into 
wrestlers. Dustin Rhodes has 
grown into a champion, just as his 
father Dusty had hoped. 

But it is the planning of the 
older generation that often 
becomes a fractious element. 
Recently, we have seen fathers in 
many sports accused of pushing 
their children too hard. Whatever 


"YOU'LL MAKE YOUR SON AN 


‘ANDERSON'-OR RUIN HIM?" 


happened to Todd Marinovich? He 
was thrust into quarterbacking so 
hard and so fast by his father, 
Marv, that he never got a chance 
to enjoy it. The son is now out of 
the NFL, a promising career over 
before it ever really started. 
Tennis player Mary Pierce once 
called her father, Jim, her coach. 
Now she calls him long distance 
after years of belittling abuse. And 
perhaps no son could live up to 
the standards of excellence 
demanded by Indiana University 
basketball coach Bob Knight. 
When his son Pat failed in that 
regard, he was berated on nation- 
al television. 

In each of these cases, the 
father would tell you that he was 
only doing what he thought was 
right for his child. And to be fair, it 
is certainly a fine line that the par- 


much to ask. 


ent has to walk. Is there 
a difference between a 
four-hour practice ses- 
sion and a punishment? 
When does encourage- 
ment become pushi- 
ness? And does the 
elder ever accept the 
limitations of his off- 
spring? 

Right now, Ole An- 
derson is walking that 
fine line. He is on the 
tightrope, trying to find the happy 
medium between parenthood and 
coaching. And if he is 
not careful, he is headed 
for a fall that could 
destroy his family for 
good. 

“| was one of the first 
great Andersons, and 
my son is going to be 
the next great Ander- 
son,” Ole recently boast- 
ed. “With our bloodlines 
and my training, he can’t 
fail. He’s destined to 
succeed. He will be a 
champion before this 
year is over, | can guar- 
antee you that.” 

Ole cannot contain 
his enthusiasm when 
speaking of his son. 
Bryant Anderson has 


Bryant has displayed his great techni- 
cal skills during his stint in SMW. He 
even gets some opponents to submit 
to an armbar. His father, however, 
expects him to be a champion within 
the next year, and that might be too 


Even Smothers (applying a rear chin- 
lock), who hates Bryant, has some sym- 
pathy for him. He says his adversary 
wrestles like he is trying to prove some- 
thing to his dad and lacks patience in 
the ring. 
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Ole and Gene Anderson brawled their 
way to five NWA World tag team titles, 
and Ole fully expects his son to be the 
next great Anderson. It might help if he 
eased up a little on him and gave him 
time to progress at his own pace. 
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grown up to be a wrestler, just like 
his father. And Ole would like 
nothing more than to see Bryant 
win plenty of titles, just like his 
father. 

The Andersons—Ole, Gene, 
Lars, Arn, Brad, and now Bryant— 
are one of the most famous 
wrestling families, and Ole is per- 
haps its most successful member. 
He won six NWA World tag team 
titles and was also one of the 
founding members of The Four 
Horsemen, the rulebreaking stable 
that terrorized the NWA in the 
1980s. That is a tremendous track 
record, perhaps one too good for a 
wide-eyed, inexperienced young- 
ster to match or surpass. 

Right now, Bryant Anderson is 
nowhere near matching or sur- 
passing the achievements of his 


father. Currently competing in 
Smoky Mountain Wrestling, he 
has been battered in a series of 
matches against veteran Tracey 
Smothers, showing his inexperi- 
ence time and time again. 

“That kid’s got a lot to learn in 
the ring,” Smothers said following 
one of his wins over Bryant. “And | 
wonder if he’s ever going to be 
able to learn it from his father. Ole 
never had much in the patience 
department, and you can see it in 
his son. He wrestles like he’s in a 
hurry to prove something.” 

“It’s a big burden,” offered 
Dustin Rhodes, who followed in 
his father’s footsteps and became 
a champion. “Everyone is compar- 
ing you to your father, while your 
father is giving you advice and 
coaching. At the same time, you're 


trying to make a name for your- 
self. It’s a real tough balance, and 
there were times that | wanted to 
quit because it was so much pres- 
sure.” 

Smothers confirms what has 
been whispered behind the 
scenes in Smoky Mountain: Ole is 
pushing his son too fast and too 
hard. After several losses in con- 
ventional matches, the stakes 
were raised to “I Quit” bouts, in 
which each defeat created added 
humiliation for the younger 
Anderson. 

Losing creates tension, and 
there is no exception regarding 
the Andersons. Father and son 
have been seen arguing in the 
corridors of arenas before and 
after matches, but Bryant says 
there is nothing to it. 

“Every wrestler has disagree- 
ments with his manager or train- 
er,” Bryant said. “But because that 
person is my father, everyone 
thinks there’s something wrong 
with the family. He knows I’m a 
grown man, and | have my own 
opinions. When | share those 
opinions with him and they're not 
the same as his opinions, we have 
a disagreement. That's all there is 
to it.” 

Or is it? A recent loss to 
Smothers had Ole, out of earshot 
of his son, privately grousing 
about Bryant's performance. 

“He could have won tonight, 
and he should have,” Ole fumed. 
“I've said the same things to hima 
million times—hammered them 
into his head—but something gets 
lost between preparation and 
competition. There’s no reason 
why Bryant can’t enjoy the same 
success in wrestling that | did. He 
has the physical tools. He just 
needs guidance, and that’s why 
I’m here. When will he learn?!” 

Right now, Bryant wants his 
father’s guidance. But he also 
wants wrestling to be fun, and los- 
ing never is. 

“My father has forgotten more 


about wrestling than | know right 
now,” Bryant admitted. “His expe- 
rience can only help me. But 
sometimes | wish | could just go 
into a match with an empty head 
and wrestle the way | want to, 
without an entire family ancestry 
riding on the outcome. Do you 
know what | mean?” 

That sounds like a question for 
your father, Bryant. O 


In fairness to Bryant, he has beaten 
Smothers in conventional matches and 
has almost won many of the “! Quit” 
bouts. He admits he would like to work 
out his own strategy for some matches, 
without his father hounding him. 


WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 17 


DANOW, YOUR: 


7 oe P —3 : 
PII Ite lors FI III IIA IAI IIIA ASAI AAAI AAA ASDA HS 


Every issue, WRESTLING SUPERSTARS will examine a different hold 
or maneuver, analyzing its effectiveness in the best way possible—by 
allowing the wrestler who uses it to explain it in his own words. 
These are potentially dangerous and crippling moves and should be 
left to the pro rings: Don't try these at home! 


THE “HAMMER DROP” 


By Jack Hammer 


PEN UP YOUR 
ears, punks, and 
learn a trick from the 


master. My “Hammer Drop” 
is the most devastating 
maneuver ever used on a 
hopeless weakling. No one 
has ever recovered from it, 
and no one ever will. 

The “Hammer Drop” takes 
great skill to execute. Only a 
wonderful athlete such as 
myself is able to perform 
this move with ease. There 
are plenty of other losers 
who try to imitate my 
favorite move, but they don’t 
execute it as perfectly as 
me. 


To ready my opponent for : 


the kill, | punish him merci- 
lessly, which is fun to do to 
these wimps in the USWA 
like Brian Christopher or that 


loudmouth Jerry Lawler. Once | have the wimp wind- 
ed, hurting, and begging for mercy, | prepare to drop 


“The Hammer.” 


| drag my victim’s limp body to the corner of the 
ring. Then | climb up to the second turnbuckle and, 
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facing away from the ring, 
get ready to launch. | hold 
on to the top rope, push 
myself off the second turn- 
buckle up, propelling my 
body high into the air. It’s 
kind of like a sadistic hand- 
stand. | let go of the rope 
and come crashing down 
onto my victim’s lifeless 
body. My knees and chest 
are driven into his body with 
incredible force. | love it! 
There is no way for anyone 
to get up from it. 

As | said, not everyone 
can execute this move. You 
need to have superb bal- 


S| ance, arm strength, and 
} agility, as | do, to make it 


really work. You also need 


B] to get tremendous height 


when you come off the 
ropes. The higher you go 


and longer you can hold yourself in the air, the more 
punishment you inflict on the victim. 

And, if you miss—which | never do—you can really 
bust up your knees. Once “The Hammer’ drops, it’s 
good riddance! 


PP rye or pepe ol 


Jack Hammer executes his “Hammer Drop’ 
on Jim Neidhart. He says it is crucial to get 
tremendous height when you come off the 
ropes and drive your knees and chest into a 
helpless opponent's body. 


Ted Turner (left) is the one 
of the few men who would 
have enough money to 
lure Ted DiBiase (below) 
away from the WWF. It 


Ted DiBiase hasn’t 
: : q 
been doing too well g7 
Z would give the “Million- 

f <j Dollar Man,” whose WWF 

lately in the WWF. [MS = a chance fora tres stat. 
i ; 

It may be the perfect 
time for him to join 
other ex-WWFE stars 
who made the move 
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By Andy Rodriguez 


ED DiBIASE’S MOTTO is 

well-known: “Everybody has 

a price.” DiBiase believes 

that for the right amount of cash, 

he can get anyone to do anything 

he wants. It is a philosophy that 

drove him to buy the services of 

several fellow wrestlers, and even 

to attempt to buy the WWF World 
title. 

Lately, however, that philoso- 
phy has not served him well. He 
has hit a slump. That slump 
reached a low point at the Royal 
Rumble, where his man Irwin R. 
Schyster was crushed by The 
Undertaker, and two of his other 
charges, Bam Bam Bigelow and 
Tatanka, were defeated by The 
Kid and Bob “Spark Plugg” Holly in 
the finals of the World tag team 
title tournament. 

For DiBiase, the tag team loss 
was particularly galling, consider- 
ing Bigelow and Tatanka were 
much more highly regarded as a 
team than Kid and Holly. 

“It didn’t make him look too 
good as a manager,” said 
Virgil, who was once employed 
by DiBiase, and later feuded 
with him. “In fact, I’m sure it was 
downright embarrassing for him.” 

The recent setbacks have cre- 
ated a crisis for the “Million-Dollar 
Man.” As a result, he might want 
to ponder a major career move. 
Might he move his base of opera- 
tions. from the WWF ... to WCW? 
And if he did, would he bring his 
Corporation with him, or start a 
new one? Gonsidering all the for- 
mer- WWF superstars who have 
made that jump—especially the 
ones that made Vince McMahon's 
federation so successful—the 
move would at first appear to 
make a lot of sense. 

“Why, just in the past year,” 


said commentator Gordon Solie, 
“two of the biggest names in the 
history of the sport—Hulk Hogan 
and Randy Savage—have left the 
WWE for WCW. For both of them, 
it appears to have been a major 
rejuvenation. I'm sure Mr. DiBiase 
would benefit similarly.” 

Despite his penchant for gold 
and glitter, DiBiase has a well- 
earned reputation as an outstand- 
ing scientific wrestler. As such, he 
may feel more at home in WCW 
... even if he never wrestles again. 

Said one WCW competitor: 
“Look, there’s some fine wrestling 
going on in the WWF, but WCW 
continues that NWA tradition of 
wrestling at its best. | think that if 
DiBiase came over, you’d see him 
getting back to his roots. 
Underneath it all, he still loves 
good, technical wrestling more 


Sherri Martel and DiBiase had a brief 
professional partnership a few years 
ago in the WWF. If they again joined 
forces, they could be a very powerful 
managerial force. 
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DiBiase won the WWF World tag team 
title three times with Irwin R. Schyster 
(top), but hasn’t had the same success 
managing King Kong Bundy (above). 
Maybe he would decide to start a whole 
new Corporation’ in WCW. 
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than anything else.” 

Even if he doesn’t step through 
the ropes, others argue, DiBiase 
will find life in WCW more to his 
liking. 

“Ted really seems to enjoy 
managing; especially tag teams,” 
said former WWF manager 
Johnny Valiant. “Overall, WCW 
has the better tag teams. Whether 
its with Bigelow or Tatanka, or 
some. other fellows, | think Teddy 
would relish the challenge of 


greater competition.” 

Indeed, there are good reasons 
why DiBiase should make the 
switch. Of course, there are equal- 
ly compelling reasons why the 
“Million-Dollar Man” should stay 
where he is. Hogan, Savage, and 
all the rest of the former WWFers 
haven't forgotten about him. They 
despised the way he operated in 
the WWF, and would certainly do 
their best to make sure he didn’t 
operate the same way in WCW. 

“A lot of these people feuded 
with DiBiase,” noted Jake Roberts, 
a former DiBiase adversary, 
“because they were sure 
that even if everybody 
else had a price, they 
sure didn’t. They didn’t 
like the way he threw 
around his money.” 

“Ted might think he 
has a lot of enemies in 
the WWF,” said Savage, 
“put wait till he gets 
here. No way will that 
guy get away with the 

crap he pulled in the 

WWF!” 

Like-minded wrest- 
m4 lers have a similar 
» | warning for anyone 
who may decide to 
=} accompany DiBiase 

on his journey to new 

territory. 

“Schyster, King Kong Bundy, 
Tatanka—they all think they’re 
tough guys who've seen it all,” 
said Tully Blanchard. “| could see 
them all going to WCW and think- 
ing that, with DiBiase, they’re 
gonna have themselves quite a lit- 
tle army. Well, they should know 
that if WCW was rough on a group 
like The Four Horsemen, it's 
gonna be hell for them!” 

Wrestlers aren’t the only ones 
wary of a potential DiBiase 
empire. An associate of manager 
Col, Robert Parker revealed that 


the Colonel is not at all pleased 
about the possibility of DiBiase 
moving his troops to WCW. 

“Parker knows Ted is an 
extremely shrewd man,” said the 
associate. “The Colonel feels that 
he’s the top manager in WCW, 
and he doesn’t 
want DiBiase 
horning in on his 
territory, even 
though they 
share a similar 
philosophy. He 
wasn’t even this 
concerned when 
Jimmy Hart came 
over with Hogan. 
He sees DiBiase as 
a much more seri- 
ous threat.” 

On top of that, 
DiBiase has a rea- 
son to be wary of 
WCW that has little to 
do with what happens 
in the ring. If he made the move, 
his new boss would be Ted 
Turner, a man who makes the 
“Million-Dollar Man” look down- 
right destitute. 

“| don’t think Ted would feel 
that confident throwing his bucks 
around in a federation owned by 
Turner,” said Virgil. “It would be a 
blow to his ego, knowing that he’s 
not the wealthiest man on the 
block.” 

Considering the size of 
DiBiase’s ego, that is doubtful. 
Turner will, however, be foremost 
on DiBiase’s mind as he considers 
making this dramatic change. 
Then again, DiBiase isn’t a quitter. 
He is determined to be a success 
as a manager in the WWF. None 
of his Corporation members has 
won a title, and until someone 
brings. him some gold, he will con- 
sider himself a failure as a manager. 

For DiBiase, there is much to 
consider not only for himself, but 


for those he advises. It demon- 
strates what DiBiase himself would 


never admit: 


The “Million-Dollar Man,” too, 


has his price. O 


Randy Savage (top) and Hulk Hogan 
(above) made life hell for the “Million- 
Dollar Man” in the WWF. Old feuds die 
hard, and DiBiase could run into a lot of 
problems with WCW’s fan favorites if he 
makes the jump. 
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EXCLUSIVE STAT-O-CHART RATINGS! 


DEPTH ANALYSIS 


HE TRADITION LIVES. In 

I the fifth edition of the most 

comprehensive and re- 
spected analysis of the top 20 
stars in wrestling, the “Stat-O- 
Chart” evaluates the sport’s 20 
best superstars in 10 crucial cat- 
egories. The previous four edi- 
tions, compiled in 1986, 1989, 
1991, and 1993, have been 
widely digested, quoted, and 
debated. It’s time for an update. 

WRESTLING SUPERSTARS’ “Stat- 
O-Chart” ratings are exclusive, 
insightful, and the best way we 
know of examining the strengths 
and weaknesses of every impor- 
tant wrestler in the sport. 

And we do mean every 
wrestler—or, at least, every one 
who might qualify for the top 20. 
To get our top 20, we first rated 
100 top contenders in each of 
the 10 categories; the 20 men 
you see rated here are the 
cream of the crop. 

These rankings should not be 
compared to the Top 10 ratings 
on page 76 of this magazine, or 
to the “PW/ 500,” the most 
recent version of which was pub- 
lished in the December 1994 
issue of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 
Those ratings take into account 
win-loss records, quality of oppo- 
sition, and inherent skill, plus a 
wide array of other factors, over 
a briefer period. The “Stat-O- 
Chart” rankings are based on the 
10 specific—and objective— 
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qualities that make up the com- 
plete wrestler. 

We considered changing a few 
categories or even adding a few, 
but finally decided to preserve 
the statistical integrity of the 
“Stat-O-Chart,” allowing for com- 
parisons to past analyses. 

For each category, each 
wrestler was assigned a score 
from one (the lowest possible 
score) to 10 (a perfect score). 
The editorial board of WrEs- 
TLING SUPERSTARS sat down and 
debated each point value. 
Those debates lasted for many 
hours and often got very heat- 
ed; we also asked for some 
input from experts and various 
wrestlers. 

These are the categories: 

Offense, Defense, Exper- 
ience, Speed, and Power are 
pretty self-explanatory. When 
referring to offense and defense, 
we are talking about the com- 
plete package. A wrestler with 
fine scientific skills but no brawl- 
ing ability will score high in sci- 
ence, but will lose points in over- 
all offense. Likewise, a wrestler 
who plays defense by absorbing 
lots of punishment might score 
high in ability to absorb punish- 
ment, but would lose points in 
overall defense. Experience 
relates to number of years the 
man has wrestled and the feder- 
ations in which the wrestler has 
competed. 


Conditioning reflects a 
wrestler’s physical shape. Flab is 
out, muscle is in. 

Stamina refers to the 
wresiler’s ability to wrestle for a 
long time without getting worn 
down or losing a substantial 
amount of energy. We used per- 
formances in marathon time-limit 
matches, specialty matches, and 
the Royal Rumble as some of 
the guidelines. 

Science refers to the execu- 
tion of basic moves, creativity, 
ability to counter moves and 
holds, and the willingness and 
ability to make adjustments dur- 
ing a match. 

Ability To Absorb Punish- 
ment reflects a wrestler’s ability 
to withstand an onslaught, take a 
licking, keep on ticking, and go 
on to win the match. 

Quality Of Opposition judges 
whether a wrestler has tested 
himself against the finest ath- 
letes in the sport, not just those 
in his federation. Perfect scores 
were reserved for wrestlers who 
had battled world champions. 

In 1986, Bruiser Brody was the 
surprising winner. Ric Flair won 
in 1989, Curt Hennig in 1991, 
and Bret Hart brought home the 
prize in 1993. This time around, 
Shawn Michaels proves that it 
takes a great all-around wrestler 
to nail down the top spot in our 
“Stat-O-Chart.” 

Digest. Debate. Enjoy. 
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Sid Vicious 
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SHAWN MICHAELS 


Coming off a series of impressive victo- 
ries and his performance at the 1995 
Royal Rumble, the “Heartbreak Kid” 
makes a stunning climb in our “Stat-O- 
Chart” ... Didn’t even crack the Top 20 in 
our 1993 “Stat-O-Chart” ... Was ranked 
fifth in the 1994 “PWI 500” ... Took the 
slow route to the top of the sport, concen- 
trating first on tag teams, branching out 
slowly into singles wrestling, and finally 
establishing himself as one of the best in the sport ... Showed off his 
stamina (10.0) by going the distance in the Rumble, lasting 38:45 after 
being the first man to enter the ring ... Received perfect scores in three 
other categories: experience, conditioning, and science ... Scored no 
lower than 8.5 (power) in any category ... Was awarded a perfect score 
in experience because he has wrestled for 10 years in various federations 
in all types of matches ... Has fine aerial skills and is fully capable of bat- 
tling scientifically with any wrestler in the world ... Cagey, athletic, and 
possessing the perfect wrestling body, Michaels reminds us of a young 
Ric Flair ... Would have scored higher in quality of opposition (9.0) if 
he hadn’t taken so much care to plan his career and avoid doing too much 
too soon. Look for that score to climb in upcoming “Stat-O-Charts,” 


SCORE: 94.5 
RANKING: Ist 


Shawn Michaels bodysiams Razor Ramon. 


STING 


Sting has won the WCW World title only 
once since we last compiled our “Stat-O- 
Chart” ratings, but that six-day reign wasn’t 
enough to put him in the top spot ... Although 
Sting has been overshadowed by Hulk Hogan 
during the past year, there’s no trouble seeing 
past the clouds and realizing this is one of the 
finest all-around wrestlers in the world ... 
Was ranked first in the 1992 “PW 500” and 
eighth in the 1994 version ... Tied for third 
with a score of 91.5 in the 1993 “Stat-O-Chart” rankings .., Retained his perfect 
scores in offense and quality of opposition and gained a half-point in experience. 
That makes sense, since he is, like the rest of us, getting older .., Also picked up a 
half-point in defense (9.5), speed (9.0), and ability to absorb punishment (9.5) 
.. Although Sting still gets injured far too often, he wrestles through pain more 
than he ever did. He also proved in matches against Big Van Vader, the master of 
pain, that he can take punishment and keep going ... “Stinger splash”/Scorpion 
deathlock finishing combination is still one of the most devastating in wrestling, 
and it accounted for his 10.0 on offense ... Doesn’t rely on daring aerial moves as 
much as he once did ... If there’s one wrestler in WCW who can beat Hogan 
cleanly, it’s Sting. If WCW officials sanctioned a fan favorite vs. fan favorite 
match, we think the “Hulkster” would be in trouble. 

SCORE: 94.0 

RANKING: 2nd Sting’s Scorpion deathlock is too much for Muta. 
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BRET HART 


The two-time former WWF World champion 
might still have the belt if his mother, Helen 
Hart, hadn’t been tricked into throwing in the 
towel for her son at the 1994 Survivor Series 
... And “The Hitman” might have been 
ranked first in our “Stat-O-Chart” for the sec- 
ond straight time ... But Bret succumbed to 
Bob Backlund’s chicken wing, and we were 
| forced to reconsider Hart’s ability to absorb 
punishment (8.5). He was in great pain and 
probably on the verge of submitting anyway 
... Received perfect scores this time around in experience, science, stamina, and 
quality of opposition ... They were no-brainer scores: As World champion, he 
faced any and all opposition, sometimes defending the belt four or five times a 
week ... He set the original stamina record at the 1988 Royal Rumble ... And his 
attack is based on scientific skills ... Bret’s total score was only one point lower 
than the 94.0 he received in 1993 ... Lost a half-point in ability to absorb punish- 
ment, conditioning, speed, and power, while picking up a half-point in experience 
and quality of opposition ... Bret has suffered numerous injuries to his back and 
knees, limiting his strength and power and weakening what used to be the perfect 
wrestling body ... But have no fear: Hart is still good enough to contend mightily 
for the WWF’s big belt. 

SCORE: 93.0 


RANKING: 3rd 


HULK HOGAN 


re 


We like what we’ve seen from the “Hulkster” 
over the past year ... Since returning to the 
sport and joining WCW, he has proven his 
ability by defeating perhaps the greatest all- 
around wrestler of all-time (Ric Flair) and get- 
ting up seconds after feeling the effects of a 
Big Van Vader power bomb ... We're sure the 
“Hulkster’s” millions of fans will take issue 
with us ranking him behind three men who 
| haven’t come close to matching his career 
— achievements ... It’s another example of the 
whole being far greater than the sum of his parts ... Hogan's determination and for- 
titude, categories you won't find here, have made him what he is today. His score 
in ability to absorb punishment shoots off the scale ... Received the obvious per- 
fect scores in experience, power, ability to absorb punishment, and quality of 
opposition ... Received his lowest score (7.5) in science, although lately he has 
shown more scientific ability than he’s traditionally displayed ... Also hasn’t 
proven himself in long matches and received only an 8.5 for stamina. But the score 
isn’t quite fair; Hogan's matches don’t go long because he usually finishes off his 
opponents early ... Offense (9.5) consists of punching, kicking, clotheslining, and 
running over opponents ... Has trimmed down and rid himself of the bulk that used 
to hinder his movement, accounting for the 9.5 in conditioning. 

SCORE: 92.0 

RANKING: 4th Hulk Hogan takes aim on Kevin Sullivan. 
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BIG VAN VADER 


] The master of the power bomb is one of the 
meanest, most intimidating, and most devas- 
tating wrestlers in the world ... Enjoys seri- 
ously injuring—sometimes crippling—his 
opponents ... Is a three-time former WCW 
World champion ... Currently competing in 
both the United States and Japan, where he 
) first rose to stardom ... Ranked 11th with a 
-} score of 89.0 in our 1993 survey .., Retained 
his perfect scores in offense, power, ability to 
absorb punishment, and quality of opposition, while moving up a half-point to a 
perfect score in experience ... Has now wrestled just about everywhere and 
against just about everyone, proving his dominance over all competition ... Lost 
the WCW World title to Ric Flair in December 1993 ... Would get more respect if 
manager Harley Race didn’t unnecessarily interfere in so many of his matches ... 
Vader's power goes off the scale and doesn’t really fit into a 1-10 rating ... Gained 
a point in conditioning (8.5) and science (8.5) while losing a half-point in stamina 
(8.0) ... Vader hasn’t proven himself capable of excelling in long matches. He 
must use his power to defeat opponents during the first 10 to 15 minutes ... We 
also questioned: the impact of Vader’s power bomb after Hogan recovered so 
quickly from one ... One of the most feared wrestlers in the world, Vader would 
have received a 10.0 for intimidation. 


SCORE: 91.0 
RANKING: 5th 


THE GREAT MUTA 


The all-around Japanese superstar was voted 
the best foreign wrestler in a poll of insiders 
published in the June 1995 issue of Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated ... Ranked 13th overall 
with 88.5 points in our 1993 “Stat-O-Chart” 
... Continues growing in reputation and stand- 
ing in the wrestling world ... Received perfect 
scores in offense, science, and speed ... 
Here’s where he gained his two points: one in 
experience (8.5 to 9.5) and a half-point in 
both ability to absorb punishment and quali- 
ty of opposition ... Has wrestled some of the best opponents in the world and con- 
tinues gaining experience with his globetrotting ways ... Displaced fellow Japanese 
superstar Jushin Liger, who has been injured for most of the past six months ... 
Muta is an aerial magician whose style has been emulated—but not quite copied— 
by Sabu and other North American aerialists ... Varied array of moonsaults earned 
him the perfect score on offense ... Received the lowest score in power (7.0) of 
any of the top 20 wrestlers in our analysis, finishing a half-point behind Jeff Jarrett 
.. Unfortunately, Muta hasn’t spent any energy working on his weakness: his 
physique. He’s still low on power and stamina (8.5). 


SCORE: 90.5 
RANKING: 6th 


The Great Muta takes flight against Rick Steiner. 
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THE UNDERTAKER 


The Undertaker didn’t wrestle at all during a 
three-month period in 1994, and strange 
things happen whenever he does wrestle. Both 
of these facts have added to his aura as one of 
the most unusual and intimidating wrestlers in 
the world ... Scored 88.0 and was ranked 15th 
in our 1993 “Stat-O-Chart,” which was com- 
piled after he won and lost the WWE World 
title ... So how can a wrestler who hasn't 
done much since then be ranked so high? ... 
First of all, he conquered Yokozuna, one of the most dominant WWF competitors 
of this decade .,. He has, in fact, been virtually invincible in most of his matches 
... And he seems on the verge of another serious run at the WWF World title ... 
Received perfect scores in conditioning and ability to absorb punishment ... 
Seemingly impervious to pain, Paul Bearer raises the urn and all of the hurt goes 
away ... Built like a solid rock; don’t be deceived by his pale complexion and 
deep-set eyes ... Once again received scores of 7.5 in both science and stamina ... 
“Tombstone” piledriver is a devastating finishing maneuver and accounted for 
most of his 9.0 in offense ... Defense (9.0) consists of standing rigid and absorbing 
punishment, Let’s face it: Feeling no pain is a pretty good defense ... We'd like to 
see Undertaker cut out the theatrics and concentrate on regaining the WWF World 
title. Bet your life on it: He has what it takes to do it. 

SCORE: 89.5 


RANKING: 7th 


LEX LUGER 


The stagnation that is a hallmark of Luger’s 
career becomes evident in the year-to-year 
“Stat-O-Charts” ... Six years ago, he was pro- 
jected to be the fastest-rising star in wrestling 
... Was ranked third in 1991, ninth in 1993, 
and tied for eighth this time around with his 
score dropping a full point ... Former WCW 
World champion hasn’t quite recovered since 
leaving the sport for a year and joining the 
World Bodybuilding Federation ... Upon his 
return, he was stymied in his first attempt to 
win the WWE World title from Yokozuna, then got disqualified when he finally 
got a second chance, at WrestleMania X ... It has been a career packed full of 
blown opportunities for Luger ... Ability to choke: 10.0. Career planning: 0.5. 
Prime-time performance: 5.0 ... Yet, he is still one of the most capable men in 
wrestling ... Received no perfect scores, but got 9.5s in experience, conditioning, 
and power ... Power score dropped off a half-point because he has lost some 
weight, muscle, and killer instinct ... Failed to gain ground in experience (9.5) and 
quality of opposition (9.0) because he doesn’t receive nearly enough title shots. At 
times, Luger seems like the forgotten man of the WWF .., Maybe he needs a man- 
ager after all, 

SCORE: 89.0 


RANKING: 8th (tie) 


Lex Luger has Yokozuna rocking. 
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Daring aerial magician from Bombay, India, 
makes his debut in the “Stat-O-Chart” ... 
Former ECW champion is the highest-ranked 
independent competitor ... A protege of The 
Sheik, Sabu isn’t quite as vicious as his mas- 
ter, but inherited a hunger for victory and a 
willingness to take chances ... Regularly per- 
forms his spectacular moonsaults onto hard 
surfaces, including tables, chairs, and arena 
floors ... Received perfect scores in offense, 
conditioning, and speed ... Sabu suffers injury after injury (including a broken 
neck!), but never stays away from the ring for more than a few weeks at a time ... 
Received a 7.5 in quality of opposition because he has wrestled mainly in ECW. 
Has yet to defeat a major nationally known star. In fact, he has never wrestled any 
of the men ranked above him on the “Stat-O-Chart” ... We have no doubt Sabu 
will succeed when tested by men of their caliber; he just needs to gain a little matu- 
rity. More experienced wrestlers will take advantage of his many mistakes ... Sabu 
is a purely offensive-minded wrestler and scored only 8.0 in defense ... Also lacks 
power (8.0), though certainly not aggression ... So far, has resisted the big-bucks 
appeal of the larger federations because he refuses to start from the bottom or give 
up the opportunity to compete regularly in Japan. He shouldn’t; Sabu is the most 
exciting wrestler in North America. 


SCORE: 89.0 : aS 
RANKING: 8th (tie) Sabu takes a flying leap. 


DAVEY BOY SMITH 


Marvelous talent ftom the United Kingdom is 
back in the fold and looking better than ever in 
the WWE ... Was the last man eliminated 
from the 1995 Royal Rumble, lasting more 
than 38 minutes before Shawn Michaels 
dumped him over the top rope ... Smith 
thought he had won, but Michaels dangled 
gx} from the bottom rope, barely keeping his left 
foot from brushing the arena floor ... And 
that’s how close Davey Boy came to getting a 
~ Shot at wrestling for the WWF World title at 
WrestleMania XI ... Held the Intercontinental title for two months in 1992 after 
defeating Bret Hart ... Has wrestled in both the WWF and WCW in singles and tag 
team competition, accounting for his 9.0 in experience, but hasn’t wrestled the top 
stars in the game, with the exception of Michaels, Big Van Vader, and Bret Hart. 
Received an 8.5 in quality of opposition ... Received no perfect scores, but no 
score lower than 8.5 ... Also scored 88.5 in 1993 ... Gained half-points in experi- 
ence—because of his increased participation in singles matches—and stamina (9.5), 
because of his performance in the Rumble ... Lost half-points in speed (8.5) and 
quality of opposition (8.5) because of his period of inactivity before he returned to 
the WWE ... “British Bulldog” needs to wrestle more and get injured less, 


SCORE: 88.5 
RANKING: 10th (tie) 


Davey Boy Smith gives Jacques Rougeau a lift. 
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STEVE AUSTIN 


“Stunning” Steve Austin is one of the finest, 
yet most underrated, wrestlers in the sport ... 
Promoters and fans alike seem to lack respect 
for this fine talent ... Is a former WCW U.S. 
champion ... Varied talents of this star are 
reflected in his scores ... Received no perfect 
scores, but only one score lower than 8.5 (his 
8.0 for power) ... Smart and sneaky, Austin 
makes the most of his talent ... Sidelined for 
“™™a| scyeral months because of torn ligaments in 
~ his left knee, Austin returned just before press 
time .,. Received six 9.0s: offense, defense, experience, stamina, speed, and 
quality of opposition ... Although outwardly cocky, Austin’s lack of confidence is 
reflected by his dependence on managers, first Col. Robert Parker, then Harley 
Race ... “Stun gun,” a variation on the slingshot suplex, is his signature attack 
maneuver and a potent finisher ... When grading Austin a 9.5 in science (his high- 
est score), we took into account his ability to master an opponent mentally. That’s 
science, too ... He’s also a fine combination wrestler who can string together one 
move ‘after another ... It will be interesting to see how Austin bounces back from 
his latest injury. He was on a roll; can he regain the momentum? We think he can. 


SCORE: 88.5 
RANKING: 10th (tie) 


Steve Austin chinlocks Hacksaw Duggan. 


RAZOR RAMON 


The “Bad Guy” of the WWF is a two-time for- 
mer Intercontinental champion ... Has made a 
remarkable effort over the past five years to 
upgrade his skills and is now (finally!) consid- 
ered one of wrestling’s elite athletes ... 
Showed both his stamina (9.0) and ability to 
absorb punishment (9.0) by outlasting Shawn 
Michaels in a brutally rugged ladder match at 
WrestleMania X ... Received no perfect 
scores; his highest numbers were 9.5s in 
offense, conditioning, and power ... Anyone 
who doubts Ramon’s power should just check out his “Razor's edge” power bomb 
variation and clothesline ... The thundering clothesline has the greatest force at 
point of impact of any such move in the sport ... Received his lowest numbers in 
defense (8.0), science (8.0), and speed (8.0) ... A reluctance to concentrate on the 
finer points of the game and to construct a well-conceived defense often hurt 
Ramon ... Two years ago, he lost in shocking fashion to The Kid because he didn’t 
have the skills to counter Kid’s wide array of aerial moves ... Scores in quality of 
opposition (9.0) and experience (9.0) figure to climb over the next two years as 
Ramon gains even more experience against the WWF's best ... Ramon must be 
respected by all opponents. 

SCORE: 88.5 


RANKING: 10th (tie) 


Razor Ramon never loses his “Edge.” 
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JOHNNY B. BADD 


Boxer-tuned-flamboyant wrestler is one of 
the most colorful and talented athletes in 
wrestling ... Came in at number 51 in the 
1994 “PWI 500” and makes his debut in the 
“Stat-O-Chart” top 20 .:. Has made tremen- 
dous inroads as a wrestler since taking a more 
serious attitude toward his career. Badd used 
to waste time trying to prove to everyone that 
he’s the prettiest man in wrestling ... Now we 
know he’s one of the toughest ... Badd’s left- 
hand finisher is among the most painful and 
effective moves in the world ... Is quick on his feet (9.0 for speed) and packs a lot 
of power (9.5) behind the punch .., Received no perfect grades, but nothing lower 
than an 8.0 (defense) ... Former TV champ has come close to winning the WCW 
World and U.S. titles ... Has a nice array of ground and aerial skills, accounting for 
his 9.0 in offense. Badd can execute sunset flips, dropkicks, and an occasional 
moonsault ... Needs to gain a little more experience (8.5) and wrestle a more var- 
ied array of opponents ... Badd has learned on the run and it sometimes shows ... 
But it’s easy to track the growth of this rising star. 


SCORE: 88.0 
RANKING: 13th 


DIESEL 


aT s You might think the reigning WWF World 
4 champion deserves a higher ranking and score 
just because he holds one of the two most 
important belts in North America ... That’s 
right, it’s another case of the whole being 
greater than the sum of ils parts ... Ranked 
14th in the 1994 “PW/ 500” ... His mere pres- 
ence here is a tribute to the incredible climb 
“Big Daddy Cool” has made over the past year 
" ... Has gone from mid-card wrestler Vinnie 
Vegas in WCW to Shawn Michaels’ bodyguard, then in seven months’ time won 
the WWF Intercontinental, World tag team, and World heavyweight titles ... No 
wrestler in WWF history has completed that triple in such a short period of time ... 
Gained more respect by battling Bret Hart to the limit in a thrilling match at the 
1995 Royal Rumble ... Won the World title after attacking Bob Backlund right after 
the bell in November and pinning him in eight seconds ... Scored high in offense 
(9.5) and received his only perfect score in power (10.0) ... Diesel is a straight- 
ahead power wrestler whose most effective moves are elbowsmashes, clotheslines, 
boots to the face, and “jackknife” power bombs ... Experts compare Diesel to a 
young Hulk Hogan ... Makes up in power what he lacks in science (7.5), speed 
(8.0), and defense (8.0) ... Very tall (7) and not overly muscular, Diesel is built bet- 
ter for wrestling than most big men (Andre the Giant and El Gigante, for example). 


SCORE: 87.5 
RANKING: 14th (tie) Diesel puts a “bear” of a “hug” on Bret Hart. 
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LORD STEVEN REGAL 


Former WCW TV champion was ranked the 
third-best foreign wrestler competing regular- 
ly in North America in a poll of wrestling’s 
insiders published in Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
... Ranked 18th in the 1994 “PW 500” ... 
Only three other wrestlers received a perfect 
score in science (10.0) ... Regal is perhaps the 
finest technical wrestler in North America, 
and his variety of skills is unrivaled. 
Nobody’s better at changing a game plan in 
the middle of a match or adjusting to an oppo- 
nent ... Received a 9.5 in experience because he has wrestled all over the world, 
but only an 8.5 in quality of opposition because he hasn’t yet defeated the best in 
the world, Ric Flair manhandled him last year ... Regal is a classic wrestler in that 
he’s built to go the distance and thrives in long matches. Received a perfect score 
in stamina ... Scores in offense (8.5) and defense (8.5) might surprise some, but 
Regal is somewhat limited in his overall skills. He can wrestle scientifically, but he 
can’t brawl, He has no aerial skills and is lost when the match moves outside the 
ring ... Built well, but can’t take a beating; Regal usually just whines in response 
to an opponent’s attack. Scored only an 8,0 in ability to absorb punishment ... 
Wrestling is a rough sport. Regal must diversify his skills. 


SCORE: 87.5 
RANKING: 14th (tie) 


JEFF JARRETT 


Although he isn’t the most exciting or respect- 
ed wrestler in the world, WWF Inter- 
continental champion “Double-J” Jeff Jarrett is 
a highly skilled wrestler who can match wils 
with the best in the world ... Spent most of his 
career wrestling as a fan favorite in the 
USWA, where he was overshadowed by Jerry 
Lawler ... Is hated in the WWF, where he has 
4 made his mark as an obnoxious country music 
star wannabe ... Received no perfect marks; 
one of his highest scores was a 9.5 in science 
... Also received high scores in offense (9.5), defense (9.5), and stamina (9.0) ... 
His dropkicks are acknowledged as among the most effective in the sport and are 
the centerpiece of his offense ... Also uses the figure-four leglock ... Scored a 7.5 
in power, the second-lowest of any wrestler in the top 20 ... Often has a difficult 
time recovering from opponents’ attacks, accounting for his 8.5 in ability to 
absorb punishment ... Knows the game inside and out; his father, Jerry, is a long- 
time promoter in the Memphis area ... Seems to have gained confidence in himself 
over the past few years ... Would have scored higher in experience (8.5) and qual- 
ity of opposition (8.5) if he had branched out prior to 1993. Jarrett is finally getting 
to wrestle the top stars in the sport, although he had battled Lawler, Curt Hennig, 
and others in Memphis. 


SCORE: 86.5 
RANKING: 16th (tie) 


Jeff Jarrett wants to see Doink the Clown choke. 
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SID VICIOUS 


Fi Unranked in the 1993 “Stat-O-Chart” and ranked 
pase 143rd in the 1994 “PWI 500,” Sid Vicious makes 
i, ae ] a Surprising debut in our “Stat-O-Chart” at a tie 
for number 16 ... Here’s living proof that some- 
times the whole is far less than the sum of its 
parts: Sid has all the tools, but he has never con- 
verted them into a world title ... Came within 
sniffing distance of both the WWF and WCW 
world titles ... Lost the USWA heavyweight title 
to Jerry Lawler just before press time and was 
expected to join the WWF as Shawn Michaels’ bodyguard ... Scored tainted victories 
over The Undertaker, Tatanka, Lawler, Lex Luger, and Mabel during his reign ... 
Received perfect scores in power, ability to absorb punishment, and quality of oppo- 
sition ... Vicious is one of the most intimidating and powerful wrestlers in the world ... 
And he has faced most of the top stars, including Sting and Hulk Hogan ... Possesses 
absolutely no technical skills, which accounts for his 5.0 in science ... Sid relies entirely 
on his power and killer instinct ... But about that killer instinct: Sid always chokes when 
he’s on the verge of something special ... In 1993, he was gearing up fora WCW World 
title encounter with Big Van Vader at Starrcade when he got into a celebrated hotel 
braw! with Am Anderson ... Needs to improve his stamina (8.0) and speed (8.0) if he 
is to compete against WWF stars such as Bret Hart, Diesel, and Davey Boy Smith. 
Right now, any of those three could outwrestle him. 
SCORE 86.5 


RANKING: 16th (tie) Sid Vicious goes for the throat. 


JERRY LAWLER 
ioe ee (| ‘Jerry “The King” Lawler is, without question, 
s | one of the all-time mat greats ... Never seems 
1 to wear down; Lawler is still an effective 
ey | wrestler who takes on the best in the game ... 
} Probably would have regained the USWA title 
| from Sid Vicious sooner had The Spellbinder 
} not constantly interfered in their matches ... 
Beloved in Memphis, hated in the WWF ... A 
former AWA World champion and multi-time 
| USWA heavyweight champion ... Has wres- 
tled virtually every top name in the sport, 
including Hulk Hogan, Ric Flair, Randy Savage, and Bret Hart ... Was ranked 15th 
in the 1991 “Stat-O-Chart,” 16th in 1993, and comes in at number 16 again this 
time ... Lost a point in speed (8.0) and gained a half-point in quality of opposition 
(10.0) from our last analysis ... Lawler improved his overall skills since branching 
out from the USWA, but lost a bit of his edge during a long absence from the 
WWE (legal problems) ... Also received a perfect score in experience (10.0). 
Lawler will wrestle anyone, anywhere, at any time. He is the ultimate sportsman ... 
Very knowledgeable and a master of ring psychology ... Lawler’s piledriver, while 
not as effective as it once was, is still a feared ring tool ... Lacks power (8.0), con- 
ditioning (7.5), and speed, but succeeds nonetheless. 
SCORE: 86.5 


RANKING: 16th (tie) 


Jerry Lawler trashes Duke “The Dumpster” Droese. 
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RANDY SAVAGE 


Although he still wrestles infrequently these 
days, the “Macho Man” is one of the finest 
all-around competitors in the sport ... 
Combines fine mat instincts with a killer 
instinct, decent aerial skills, and a nice array 
of offensive maneuvers ... Wide variance in 
scores reflects Savage’s inactivity and the 
number of injuries he has sustained ... Loves 
to attack and received perfect scores in 
| offense (10.0), experience (10.0), and quality 
of opposition (10.0) ... The former WWF 
World and Intercontinental champion has wrestled all of the top stars, including Hulk 
Hogan ... But he has never been much for defense (8.0) and recent inactivity cost 
him points in conditioning (8.0), stamina (7.5), power (8.0), speed (8.0), and abili- 
ty to absorb punishment (8.0) ... Savage has been injured too many times, has lost 
weight and muscle, and doesn’t seem to be quite as good as he was five years ago ... 
But on the rare occasions he does compete, there are few better ... Flying axhandle 
and elbowsmash are two of the legendary moves in wrestling. Few have escaped 
after feeling Savage’s elbowsmash from the top rope ... But there’s no doubt Savage 
is getting older and not better. He seems content to act as Hogan’s sidekick or to sit 
behind a microphone. Maybe another run at a world title is in his plans, but Savage 
will have to recover much of what he has lost. And that will be difficult. 
SCORE: 86.0 


RANKING: 19th Randy Savage gives Brutus Beefcake the boot. 


TONY ANTHONY 


The “Dirty White Boy” is back in the good 
| graces of Southerners everywhere, but, just 
before press time, lost the Smoky Mountain 
| heavyweight title to Jerry Lawler ... The sur- 
) prise of the last “Stat-O-Chart” when he 
debuted at number 20, Anthony once again 
| holds down the final spot in the elite group ... 
1 Has won titles in several federations and is 
~~} still a dominant competitor in SMW ... Isa 
7) very intelligent wrestler who makes the most 
of his abilities ... Gained a half-point from our 
last analysis ... Scored the same in offense (8.5), defense (8.0), experience (9.5), 
conditioning (8.5), science (7.0), stamina (8.5), power (8.5), speed (7.5), and 
ability to absorb punishment (9.0), while gaining a half-point in quality of oppo- 
sition (8.5) ... Anthony is an outstanding brawler who never backs down; he’s per- 
fectly willing to take three punches to land one ... Rarely works on new moves or 
upgrading his skills, though ... Anthony has conditioned himself to the point where 
he’s able to absorb tremendous amounts of punishment without getting worn down 
... He is also tenacious. Although he has limited offensive and scientific skills, he 
finds ways to win. He is a testament to the benefits of hard work ... Anthony 
believes in himself. Unfortunately, it’s hard for wrestlers and fans to believe in 
him, because his personality changes like the Chicago wind. 
SCORE: 83.5 
RANKING: 20th Tony Anthony disarms Scotty Flamingo. 
Ne 
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Rob Feinstein presents, . . 

OFFICIAL ECW, SMOKY MT. AND USWA UNCUT TV 
SHOWS °- ALL TAPES ARE $20—THAT INCLUDES 
SHIPPING TOO! ALL TAPES ARE 4 TO 6 HOURS OF 
NON-STOP ACTION. PLUS, TAPES INCLUDE TONS 
OF INTERVIEWS AND OTHER MATCHES NOT LISTED! 


ECW »* Extreme Championship Wrestling 


QUECW TV TAPE #1 © Features 6 hours of action 
Funkys. Sabu, Douglas vs. Funk 45 minute match, Funkvs. Pat 
Tanaka, Dreamer vs. Douglas, Bad Co. vs. Sullivan and Taz, 
Dreamer and Bad Co. vs. Taz and Sullivan and Hot Body PLUS 
Public Enemy, Sandman, Tazmaniac, Jason, 911, Sullivan, Bad 
Co. Hughes PLUS tons of other matches and interviews, PLUS 
tons of other matches with the ECW Stars, 


QECW TV TAPE #2 © Features 6 hours of action 
Snuka vs. Dreamer, Sabu vs. Shane (Brawl) Taz and Sullivan 
brawl with Bruise Brothers, Sabu vs. Pat Tanaka, Taz & Sullivan 
vs. Bruise Brothers (Title Change), Sabu vs. Tazmaniac, Dou- 
glas & Public Enemy vs. Funk & Crash & Sullivan Plus Pitbull, 
Cairo, Hawk, Snuka, Mike Awesome, Bad Breed, Sandman and 
more PLUS tons of other matches and interviews. 


CHECW TV TAPE #3 ° Features 6 hours of action 
Tanaka vs. Douglas, Taz vs. JT, Sandman vs. Cairo, Public 
Enemyvs. Bruise Brothers (Falls countanywhere WILD!!!) Sabu 
ys. Mike Awesome, Sandmanvs. Dreamer. Sabu vs. Terry Funk, 
Bobby Eaton & Am Anderson come in!!!! Taz & Sullivan vs. 
Snuka & Powers PLUS Paul E, Douglas, Pitbull, Hawk, 911, 
Peaches. Public Enemy, Bruise Brothers and more... 


QECW TV TAPE #4 « Features 6 hours of action 
Sandman vs. Cairo, Bruise Brothers vs. Public Enemy (Lumber- 
jack match) Funk & Am vs. Sabu & Eaton, Pitbull vs. Mikey, JT 
& Bruise Brothers & Dreamer vs, Douglas & Hughes & Public 
Enemy, Tazvs, Sandman PLUS Too Cold Scorpio, Cactus Jack, 
Sullivan, Jason and more... 


QUECW TV TAPE #5 © Features 6 hours of action 
Sabu vs. Too Cold Scorpio, Cairo vs. Sandman (Falls count 
anywhere) Funkvs. Public Enemy, Pitbull vs. Jason, Cactus vs. 
Sabu Clips, Douglas & Hughes vs. Bruise Brothers (Cage 
match). 911 vs. Cairo, Dreamer vs. Douglas (Bloody), Taz vs. 
Jimmy Snuka, Public Enemy & Hack vs. Dreamer & Funks Plus 
Woman, Cactus Jack, Paul E, Peaches, Mikey, and more... 


COECW TV TAPE #6 © Features 4 hours of action 
911 & Mr. Hughes stare down, Sandman canes Dreamer, Snuka 
& Pitbulls vs. Funks & Dreamer. Barbed wire clips Funks vs. 
Public Enemy, Cactus Jackvs. Terry Funkclips, Jason vs. Mikey 
(Title change), Taz & Snuka vs. Pitbulls PLUS Chad Austin, 
Sabu, Paul E, Sandman, Dreamer, and more... 


QUECW TV TAPE #7 © Features 4 hours of action 
Sandman vs. Dreamer, Scorpio vs. Sabu clips, 911 vs. Evil 
Clown, Sandman vs. Dreamer (Canning match + bloody), 
Douglas vs. Dean Malenko, Douglas vs. Scorpio from toumna- 
ment, Chris Benoit vs. Scorpio clips, Cactus Jack & Mikey vs. 
Public Enemy (Title change) Douglas vs. Nishimura PLUS 911, 
Scorpio, Taz, Woman, Oddesy, and tons of other matches 
including all the stars of ECW. 


CIECW TV TAPE #8 « Features 4 hours of action 
Chris Benoit vs. Nishimura. Shane Douglas video, Sandman 
eye injury, Dreamer vs. Sandman (| quit match) bloody, Cactus 
Jack vs. Sabu WILDI!!, Jason vs. Mikey PLUS Public Enemy, 
Woman, Scorpio, Benoit, Paul E, Cactus. Taz, Malenko and all 
the stars of ECW. 


CIECW TV TAPE #9 © Features 4 hours of action 
Chris Benoit vs. Tazmaniac, Public Enemy vs. Bad Breed (bat 
match blood bath), Dreamer vs. Cairo (wild braw all over arena 
BLOODY), Sandman Press Conference. Douglas vs. Ron 
Simmons, Cactus Jack & Mikey ys. Public Enemy (bat match 
title change) Sabuvs. Chris Benoit, Sabualmost breaks his neck 
PLUS Scorpio. Woman. Sandman, Paul E. Dreamer, and all the 
stars of ECW. 


CUECW TV TAPE #10 ° Features 4 hours of action 
Brian Pillman & Douglas vs. Scorpio & Simmons. Dean Malenko 
vs. Scorpio (title change), Jason vs. Scorpio, Sabu & Taz vs. 
Malenkos & Public Enemy interfere, Cactus Jack vs. Kevin 
Sullivan WILD!!!, Sandman vs. Dreamer (blood bath) PLUS 
Douglas, JT Smith, Sabu, Public Enemy, and all the stars of 
ECW. 


SMW - Smoky Mountain Wrestling 
OSMW TV #1 JAN 1994 * 5 HOURS 


Bob Armstrong vs. DickMurdoch * Bodies vs. Fumas Brothers, 
DWE vs. Brian Lee. Smothers vs. Candito, Bodies attack Paul 
Morton, DWE ys. Killer Kyle, Candito vs. Spicolli PLUS The 
Moon Dogs, Jim Comette, Terry Funk. Smothers, Tammy Fytch 
and all the stars of SMW. 


CISMW TV #2 FEB 1994 Features 4 Hours 
Terry Funk vs. Bullet, DWB vs. Brian Lee (chain match), R & RX 
vs. Heavenly Bodies, Bodies & Killer Dyle vs. & R & RX & Bobby 
Blaze Bloody, Press Conference with Thrill Seekers PLUS Moon 
Dogs, Doug Fumas, Candito, Tammy Fytch, Jim Comette, 
Dutch Mantel, Bruise Brothers, Well Dunn and all the stars of 
SMW. 


COSMW TV #3 MARCH 1994 Features 4 Hours 
DWS vs. Homet, Tom Prichard vs. Tracey Smothers, R & RXvs. 
Well Dunn, Jim Comett vs. Armstrong, R & R vs Bodies (looser 
leaves town), Smothers vs. Bedlam, Morton vs. Brian Lee, Well 
Dunn vs. Thrill Seekers PLUS Blaze, DWB, Thrill Seekers, Jake 
Roberts, Well Dunn, Tammy, Van Hom, and all the stars of 
SMW. 


COSMW TV #4 APRIL 1994 Features over 4 Hours 
R &RX gets jumped by Lee & Candito, Lee & Candito vs. R & 
RX, Bruiser Bedlam & Jim Comett vs. Armstrong, 8 & RX vs. 
Bodies (looser leaves town), Smothers vs. Bedlam, Morton vs. 
Brian Lee, Well Dunn vs. Thrill Seekers PLUS Blaze, DWB, Thrill 
Seekers, Jake Roberts, Well Dunn, Tammy, VanHom, andallthe 
stars of SMW. 


OSMW TV #5 MAY 1994 Features over 4 Hours 
Bruiser Bedlam vs. Smothers (bloody), Lee & Candito, Lee & 
Candito vs. R & RXtitle change, Candito vs. Ricky Morton, Jake 
Roberts jumps DWB, Thrill Seekers vs. Well Dunn, Jake Roberts 
vs. DWB (title change), Randy Savage vs. Bedlam, Candito vs. 
Morton everyone comes in PLUS Armstrong. Tammy, Candito, 
R& RX & Bedlam, Dory Funk and all the stars of SMW. 


COSMW TV #6 JUNE 1994 Features... 

Blaze & Furnas vs Lee & Candito, Smothers vs. Ninja, Well Dunn 
vs. Seekers, R &RXsurprise Tammy with Bambi, OWB vs. Ninja 
(Jake Robers interferes), Jake & DWB brawl, Smothers gets 
attacked by DWB PLUS Ammstrongs, Candito, Lee, Comette, R 
& RX, Thrill Seekers and all the stars of SMW. 


COSMW TV #7 JULY 1994 Features... 

Smothers vs. Killer Kyle, Jake. DDT's. Bambi and DWB saves 
her. R & RX and Bambi vs. Lee and Candito & Tammy, Funks 
vs. Armstrongs, Bodies jump Thrill Seekers in parking lot, 
Smothers vs. Brian Lee, Gangstras debut PLUS Terry Gordy, 
Thrill Seekers, Bodies, Comette and all the otherstars of SMW. 


CISMW TV #8 AUGUST 1994 Features... 

Lee & Candito vs. Armmnstrongs, Slater & Orton vs, Stomper & 
R. Garvin, Bodies vs. Thrill Seekers-Bloodiest match ever, R & 
RXvs. Lee & Candito (hairmatch), R & AXvs. Lee & Candito (title 
change) Lee tums on Candito, OWB ys. Killer Kyle, Candito vs. 
Lance Storm, R & RXvs. Bodies PLUS Gangstas, Bedlam, Chris 
Walker and all the other stars of SMW. 


COSMW TV #9 SEPT 1994 Features... 
Gangstas vs, R & RX (R&RX get injured), R & RX vs. Gangstas 
re-match) Parking lot brawl with R & RX & Gangstas, Lance 
Storm vs. Boo Bradley, Brian Lee & Lance Storm vs. Candito & 
Boo Bradley, Gangstas hang Ricky Morton, Bedlam & KillerKyle 
vs. Smothers & Armstrong PLUS tons of other matches with all 
the SMW stars. 


COSMW TV #10 OCT 1994 Features... 

Boo Bradley vs. Lee. OWB & Bedlam Brawl, Ole Anderson and 
Bryant Anderson debut, Cactus Jack debut. Gangstas vs. R & 
RX. New Jack vs. Robert Bibson, Cactus Jack vs. Austin, 
Gangstas vs. R &RX bar room brawl, DWB vs. Bedlam (whipping 
match) Abby Video, Cactus & Boo Bradley Brawl, R & RX vs. 
Gangstas bloody brawi PLUS other matches with all the stars of 
SMW. 


1 TAPE $20 


VIDEO TAPE PRICES 


BONUS...Buy more 
6 TAPES $ 95 than 10 tapes and 


2 TAPES $85 7 TAPES $110 additional tapes 


8 TAPES $50 8TAPES $125 areonly $10 each! 
4 TAPES $65 9TAPES $140 
5 TAPES $80 10 TAPES $155 of all tapes $12 


500 page catalog 


SMW «¢ Smoky Mountain Wrestling 


OSMW TV #11 NOV 1994 Features... 

Bryant Anderson and Smothers confrontation, Gangstas vs. 
Brian Lee & Lance Storm wild brawl, Comett and Armstrong 
argue, Cactus Jackfeud clips, Comette & Bedlam training video, 
Jim Comette asks Gangstas to let him manage them, but they 
tum him down, PLUS Candito, Boo Bradley, Smothers, Ander- 
son and all the other stars of SMW. 


CASMW TV #12 DEC 1994 Features... 
Gangstas attack Armstrong, Anderson attacks Smothers, Cac- 
tus Jack vs. Candito, Gangstas vs. Armstrongs, Buddy Lande! 
attacks DWB, Cactus Jack vs. Boo Bradley, Jim Comette helps 
R & RX amazing!! DWB & Landel brawl, Lee vs. Landel title 
change, PLUS Jerry Lawler, Candito, Lee, Smothers, Anderson, 
Cactus, and all the other stars of SMW. 


QUSWA TV #1—6 HOURS Features... 

PG13 vs, Eliminators, Lawler & Christopher vs. Gilbert & Ma- 
chine, Tommy Rich & Gilbert vs. Moon Dogs, Tommy Rich vs. 
Jerry Lawler & Gilbert & Richvs, Lawler & Brian Christopher, Sid 
Vicious interferes GREAT!!! PLUS PG13, Koko B Ware, Master 
of Orient, Jef Gaylord, and all the stars of USWA. 


QUSWA TV #2—6 HOURS Features... 
Tommy Rich vs. Lawler (barbed wire blood bath), Christopher 
and Moon Dogs vs. Gilbert & Rich & Machine, Spellbinder vs. 
Christopher, Sid Vicious jumps Gaylord, Doug Gilbert vs. Brian 
Christopher plus PG 13, Eliminators, Sid Vicious, Huber Reggie 
B Fine. 


QUSWA TV #3—6 HOURS Features... 

Gilbert vs. Christopher (Car vs. title), Buddy Landel debut. Sid 
Vicious attacks Lawler, Landel tums on Christopher, Sid Vicious 
vs. Tanaka, Moon Dogs vs. Rich & Landel (blood bath), Lawler 
vs, Spellbinder, Moon Dogs get jumped by Rich & Landel, 
Lawler & Idol vs. Sid Vicious & Huber PLUS all the other stars 
of USWA. 


QUUSWA TV #4—6 HOURS Features... 

Rich & Landel attach Moon Dogs, Landel & Rich vs. PG13 
parking lot brawl, Lawlerys. Sid Vicious, Landel vs. Christopher, 
Sid & Gilbert vs. Eliminators. Lawler & Christopher vs. Spell- 
binder & Fine, Christophervs. Gilbert (Hairvs. Hair), Dark Patriot 
vs. Christopher. all the other stars of USWA. 


CUUSWA TV #5—6 HOURS Features... 

Sid Vicious & Gilbert vs. Lawler & Christopher, PG 13 & Miss 
Texas vs. Phantoms & Fantasia, Lawler vs. Gilbert, Rich vs. 
Lawler, bloody locker room brawl, Mable vs. Sid Vicious, Landel 
vs. Rich, Moon Dogs vs. Cadillac Brother PLUS Spellbinder, 
Landel, PG13, and all the other stars of USWA. 


QUSWA TV #6—6 HOURS Features... 

Rich & Landel feud clips, Lawler & Christophervs, Rich & Gilbert 
PLUS a bloody locker room brawl, Moon Dogs vs. Rich & Gilbert 
& Dowden vs. Lawler & Dundee & Christopher, Rich vs. Landel, 
Gaylord vs. Spelibinder, Bruise Brothers debut, Lawler & Dundee 
& Christophervs. Rich & Gilbert & Machine, PLUS tons of other 
matches with all the USWA stars. 


QUSWA TV #7—6 HOURS Features... 

Lawler & Sid brawl, Rich vs. Christopher, Dundee & Gilbert 
brawl, Rich & Christopher brawl, PG 13 & Dundee vs. Spellbind- 
er & Gilbert & Rich, best of Memphis 10 man tag match PLUS 
tons of year in review matches with Funk, Sid Vicious, Lawler, 
Dundee, Rich. Landel and all of the other stars of USWA. 


Indicate video tape choices & mail with 
check or money order to: ROB FEINSTEIN 


865 Green Ridge Circle * Langhorne, PA 19053 
OR CALL (215) 752-4279 
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The Steiner Factor: 


Word that the te 27S 


Steiners are returning 
to the U.S. has WCW’s 
top tag teams 
preparing for a 
showdown ... and 
other superstars 
talking about 
forming new 


ASTY BOY JERRY Sags 
was warming up in the lock- 


er room when he first heard 


P q | 4 the rumor. 
aw “| overheard these two bums 
4 dj talking about the Steiners,” he re- 
2 3 


called. “One of ’em said he heard 
they might be coming back from 
Japan soon. The other one said 
he heard they were definitely com- 


nyt MU Pa! ¥ ing back. At first | didn’t think much 
| of it. Then | figured, Why not? 
SEEN DUNN a They've been over there long 


enough.” 
Knobs paused in his recollections. 
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For months, Scott Steiner has exe- 
cuted his thunderous, punishing 
suplexes against The Great Muta 
and other Japanese stars. Soon he 
will likely get a chance to use them 
against WCW's best ... and WCW’'s 
best are ready for him! 


Maybe what Rick Steiner learned in 
matches against Muta will help him 


back in the States. He might meet > 


some old rivals in the ring in WCW, 
or some new superstar alliances. 
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“Maybe they're not coming after 
all,” he said, “but if they do, I'll tell 
you this: Me and Knobs'll be 
ready! Those boys aren't going to 
come in here and rule. The Nasty 
Boys call the shots here!” 

Sags’ reaction is typical of what 
is being heard in WCW locker 
rooms. There is a lot of talk— 
angry talk—about a team that, as 


of press time, hasn’t even 
officially returned to the U.S. 
yet. There is, however, a 
good chance that within the 
next few months, Rick and 
Scott Steiner once again will 
be calling WCW home. 

The Steiners spent the 
past year demonstrating to 
fans and wrestlers in Japan 
why they are considered 
one of the finest tag teams 
of all-time. Now they’re pre- 
pared to demonstrate to the 
fans and wrestlers in WCW 
that their greatness has not 
diminished since they left 
the States. 

“Rick and Scott probably 
feel they don’t have any- 
thing left to prove in Japan,” 

said The Patriot, who also has 
experience in the Orient. “They 


figure they've made their mark 


there. They’re ready to test the 
WCW waters again.” 

From the reaction the Steiners 
have provoked, the wrestlers in 
WCW certainly are ready to test 
them. 

“Since this news came down, 


the intensity level has really 
picked up,” said Marcus Bagwell. 
“We know how good the Steiners 
are, and we want to be ready for 
them. Patriot and | never got the 
chance to wrestle the Steiners. 
We expect to get it soon, and 
when we do, we’re gonna make 
the most of it.” 

Paul Orndorff says that he, too, 
is readying himself for the 
Steiners’ possible return, though 
he is less respectful of them than 
Bagwell. 

“Yeah, they’re good,” said 
Orndorff, “but they ain’t gods! 
They can be had, just like any 
other team. Let’s see them try to 
steamroll Paul Roma and me. 
We're no pushovers! In fact, they 
might get pushed over them- 
selves! Yeah, bring on the damn 
Steiners. We'll beat up Patriot and 
Bagwell a few more times, and 
those two Michigan punks will be 


Harlem Heat’s Stevie Ray takes a shot at 
Marcus Bagwell. Bagwell says he and 
The Patriot would love to wrestle the 
Steiners and notes that WCW’s tag team 
feuds have heated up since the rumor 
about the Steiners returning to WCW 
Started circulating. 


begging us to wres- 
tle them!” 

Wrestlers in estab- 
lished tag teams 
aren't the only ones 
looking for the 
Steiners. Even the 
federation’s top sin- 
gles competitors 
have discussed 
forming alliances to 
face Rick and Scott. 

“I'd be a liar if | 
told you | wasn’t 
considering it,” said 
TV champion Arn 
Anderson, who has 
plenty of experience 
in tag teams. “I 
know as much as 
any man here what 
the Steiners are 
made of. Beating 
them is almost the 
ultimate thing you 
can do as a team, 
short of winning a world tag team 
title.” 

“Hey, I’d love the chance to 
crush those punks!” U.S. champ 
Big Van Vader offered. “Who 
wouldn't? I’m sick of all the talk 
about them being the greatest. I'd 
pick a partner in two seconds and 
show them who the greatest team 
is: me and whatever partner | pick! 
But let’s see their faces first!” 

Even the World champion, Hulk 
Hogan, has an eye on the 
Steiners. The “Hulkster” and his 
new teammate, “Macho Man” 
Randy Savage, have been 
focused on battling Kevin Sullivan 
and his Faces of Fear. However, 
Hogan has told several fellow 
wrestlers he’d love the chance to 
take on Rick and Scott. The top 
singles wrestler in WCW could 


add to his aura of invincibility by ' 


dominating the tag team scene at 
the same time. 


“A lot of people think Hulk isn’t 


(Continued on page 74) 


The Nasty Boys are fan favorites now, 
but they weren't when they briefly 
feuded with the Steiners a few years 
ago. Brian Knobs insists he and Jerry 
Sags won't let Rick and Scott steal 
the spotlight from them in WCW. 
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“Pil Never Take Another 
Opponent For Granted 


Again!” 

Sting admits he was 
overconfident going into 
his match against Antonio 


Inoki. It cost him a victory, 


but it taught him a lesson 


he needed to learn 
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By Chris Bernucca 


A SK MICHAEL MOORER. Or 
the Seattle SuperSonics. Or 

the Pittsburgh Steelers. 
None of them ever thought it could 
happen—until it happened to 
them. Now they know. 

Moorer knows what it’s like to 
win nine rounds of a fight, then 
kiss the canvas in the 10th round. 
Every member of the SuperSonics 
knows what it’s like to win 65 
games during the regular season, 
then get bounced from the first 
round of the playoffs. The players 
on the Steelers know that you 
don’t go and make a Super Bowl 
video until you actually make it to 
the Super Bowl. 

Losing is part of the game, but 
that doesn’t make it hurt any less. 
And when you lose to someone 
you should have beaten, it hurts 
even more. 

Sting knows the pain felt by 
Moorer ... and the Sonics’ Shawn 
Kemp ... and the Steelers’ Kevin 
Greene. He experienced it first- 
hand against Antonio Inoki in a 
match in Japan. One minute, he 
was in total control. The next, he 
Was watching his opponent revel 
in the spoils of victory. 

“L still can’t believe what hap- 
pened over there,” Sting said. “It 
was like a bad dream. | was ‘doing 
whatever | wanted to in ‘that 
match. | wasn’t tired; | felt real 
good. | had Inoki in trouble. | knew 
it, and he knew it. You could see it 
in his face, and then it was over. | 
barely remember how it hap- 
pened. But | know I'll remember 
this: For the rest of my career, I'll 
never take an opponent for grant- 
ed again!” 

Sting faced Inoki in the final 
round of a tournament in the 
Tokyo Egg Dome. The building 
was packed with more than 
62,000 people, most of them 
cheering for Inoki, who is still an 
icon in his home country. He has 


thrilled crowds for nearly 30 years 
and has always possessed a 
knack for wrestling his best in big 
matches. 

But while Inoki is an icon, he is 
also somewhat of a relic. He had 
reached the advanced age of 51 
and isn’t anywhere near the grap- 
pler he was 10 or 15 years ago, 


Sting was eager to lock up with Antonio 
Inoki (top) because he figured the 51- 
year-old, though a legend, was too old 
to pose much of a challenge. He figured 


, differently when Inoki put him away with 


a sleeperhold (above). 
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The look of pain on Inoki’s face was evi- 
dent when Sting turned him over in the 
Scorpion deathlock. He thought the 
match would end with Inoki submitting. 
After all, the Japanese star had an 
injured leg coming into the match. 
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when he thoroughly dominated 
the Japanese circuit. Most impar- 
tial observers didn’t give him 
much of a chance against the 
“Stinger.” 

Inoki had suffered a leg injury in 
a previous match, a fact that was 
not lost on Sting. With little rest 
between matches, Sting knew 
Inoki wasn’t at full strength and 
would be vulnerable to attacks on 
the leg. His knowledge of the 


injury, initially believed to’ be a 
blessing for Sting, turned out to be 
a curse. 

“| knew | was wrestling against 
Antonio Inoki,” Sting said. “But | 
also knew | was wrestling against 
an Antonio Inoki who was ham- 
pered by an injury. That didn’t 
make me take him lightly, but 
what it may have done was 
change my approach to the 
match. | had a pretty good idea 
about how | was going to go after 
him, but when | saw that he was 
hurt, | didn’t stick to that plan. | 
decided to attack his leg, which 
really isn’t my style. | should have 
stayed with my original plan.” 

Once the match began, it 
appeared that it didn’t matter what 
plan Sting employed. He was 
clearly the dominant wrestler and 
took immediate control of the bout 
as Inoki hobbled around the ring. 
The “Stinger” was surprised by the 
lack of resistance he encountered 
from his experienced opponent. 

“It was weird,” said Sting. “| 
mean, there | was, in Japan, 
embarrassing Antonio Inoki in 
front of what; 60,000 people? You 
Want to go for the Kill, but ifs only 
natural to let up a little bit when a 
match seems like it’s going to be 
an easy one.” 

Sting shot down the\netion that 
he let up out of respect fOr Inokt. 

“No way,” he shouted. "If we 
were wrestling in Atlanta, and | 
was hurt, he wouldn't be letting up 
on me, that’s for sure. Besides, 
that’s not how the sport works, 
and Inoki would be the first one to 
tell you that. You don’t show up 
your opponent. You give it your 
all, you win the match, and you 
shake hands. It’s that simple.” 

But something happened that 
did cause Sting to let up, even if it 
was for just an instant. It may 
have been overconfidence, a lack 
of preparation, or a combination of 
the two. But after dominating the 
entire match, Sting suddenly 
found himself in a sleeperhold 


from which he could not escape. 
Less than a minute after Inoki 
clamped it on, the match was 
over. The bell rang. Inoki was the 
winner of the tournament; Sting 
was going back to the hotel. 

It was as sudden as George 
Foreman’s right to Moorer’s chin, 
as resounding as the final buzzer 
at the Seattle Center Coliseum, as 
humbling as the long touchdown 
pass from San Diego’s Stan 
Humphries to Tony Martin in the 
1995 AFC championship game. 
And for Sting, it hurt just as much. 

Perhaps Sting should have 
been anticipating a reversal of for- 
tune by Inoki. The old smoothie 
had pulled off a similar upset_last 
year when he defeated The,Great 
Muta, another younger foe regard- 
ed by experts to be too much for 
Inoki to handle. He also beat Lord 
Steven Regal in 1994. 

“Someone mentioned those 
matches to me, but | didn’t put too 
much stock in it,” Sting said. “Muta 
isan aerial wrestler who has trou- 
ble with experienced scientific 
wrestlers. His style put him at a 
much bigger risk ‘of losing than 
me. And Regal is so darn Cocky. 
He thinks he’s superior to every 
other wrestler who ever lived. That 


Sting scoffed ai the notion that he let up 
on Inoki because he was hurt and 
because Inoki was wresiling in frent of 
people who regard him as an icon. He 
says he did learn from the experience. 


kind of.overconfidence can kill you 
in the ring! 

“Experience only makes you-a 
better wrestler if you learn from it,” 
Sting said. “And believe me, I’ve 
learned from this experience. No 
opponent should be taken lightly.” 

Not even one who is 51 years 
old. 


Sting’s Scorpion deathlock was good 
enough to put away Tony Palmore 
(below) in the first round of the tourna- 
ment. Meanwhile, Inoki’s belly-to-back 
suplex was too much. for Gerard 
Gordeau (bottom). 
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PUBLIC ENEMY 


HERE’S A LOT of talk 
: going around the wrestling 
world that the tag team 
scene isn't what it used to be. The 
experts say that the great tag 
teams of 10 years ago would 
destroy the top teams of today. If 
you scan the rosters of the WWF 
and WCW, you would have to agree 
that the tag team talent is a bit 
thin. But that doesn’t tell the whole 
story. Some of the best tag teams 
in this sport are the those who 
compete in the independent ranks. 
Teams most us don’t even consider 
when we analyze the 
overall tag team picture. 
Public Enemy—*“Fly- 
boy” Rocco Rock and 
Johnny Grunge—are one 
of the most underrated 
tandems in the sport 
today. The two-time for- 
mer ECW tag team 
champs have athletic 
ability, fierce determina- 
tion, and a background 
that has hardened them 
to the cruelties of profes- 
sional wrestling. 
Currently, Rock and 
Grunge are embroiled in 
a killer feud with two of 
the most maniacal 
wrestlers in the sport, 
Sabu and Tasmaniac. 
But as brutal as these 


battles are, it seems almost as if 
the four men are enjoying the 
competition. 

The feud started over a point of 
contention that might sound 
absurd to the casual observer, but 
is important enough to shed blood 
over for the men involved. Both 
Sabu and Rock claim to have orig- 
inated the ultra-macho display of 
leaping through tables at the con- 
clusion of their matches. In the 
February match in which Public 
Enemy lost the ECW tag belts to 
Sabu and Tasmaniac, the rules 


This picture supports Public Enemy's claim that they were 
robbed of the ECW tag team title. After Johnny Grunge and 
Tasmaniac had both been put through a table, Rocco Rock did 
put Sabu through a table, but the referee didn’t see it. 
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actually stated that one team had 
smash both opposing team mem- 
bers through a table to secure the 
win. It has one brutal battle in a war 
that shows no sign of letting up. 

While it can be argued that 
Public Enemy is on its way to 
becoming one of the sport’s finest 
tag teams, everyone agrees that 
Rock and Grunge’s behavior out- 
side of the ring is nothing less 
than deplorable. These two men 
come from “the other side of 
town,” as they call it. They say 
that they have been around each 
other all their lives, living 
off the streets, doing any- 
thing (legal and illegal) to 
make money. 

They enjoy beating peo- 
ple up and stealing old 
ladies’ purses right out of 
their hands. They have 
stolen expensive clothing 
from men’s clothing 
stores. They are the bad- 
dest of the bad. Lock up 
your car and hide away 
§ your valuables when you 
see this duo coming! 

That’s exactly what 
Editorial Assistant Ed 
Emelett had to do when 
he interviewed Public 
Enemy immediately after 
their title loss to Sabu 
and Tas. 
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(Public Enemy is tearing apart 
their small dressing room. Rock is 
trying to rip a urinal out of the wall, 
while Grunge is repeatedly punching 
the locker next to him. Both are 
screaming obscenities directed at 
Sabu and Tasmaniac.) 


WRESTLING SUPERSTARS: For 
Pete’s sake, calm down 
already! What’s wrong with 
you guys? 

ROCCO ROCK: (screaming) Don’t 
tell me to calm down? Don’t 
you realize what the hell just 
happened out there? We lost! 
We never lose! That damn 
Sabu is going to get his neck 
broken the next time he cross- 
es my path! 

JOHNNY GRUNGE: Listen up! 
This whole damn federation is 
nothing but a conspiracy 


against Public Enemy. Paul E. 

Dangerously, Sabu, Tas- 

maniac ... everyone is out to 

get us! Everybody knows that 
me and Rocco are the best 
damn team in the federation! 

We won the match tonight. 

When Rocco put Sabu 

through that table, the match 

shoulda been over, but the ref 
didn’t see it. It’s a damn con- 
spiracy! 

A conspiracy? What are you 

talking about? How? 

JG: (in a calmer tone) Everybody 
knows that me and Rocco are 
the coolest. Everybody knows 
that me and Rocco are the 
baddest. Everybody knows 
that me and Rocco are the 
best. Everyone is jealous of us. 
And I don’t blame them. If I 


WS: 


RR: 


JG: 


Ws: 


JG: 


WS: 


JG: 


WSs: 


wasn’t me, I’d be jealous of 
me, too. Right, Rocco? 
(pacing around the room) 
Right. Hey, Johnny, I don’t 
feel like talking to this moron 
right now. You handle the 
pencil-pushing geek, and I’ ll 
be right back, okay? 

Okay (Rock storms out of the 
room and down a hallway). 
Where’s he going? 

That’s none of your damn 
business, punk. You going to 
ask me some questions, or am 
I going to have to throw you 
out of here? 

Geez, all right already. You and 
Rocco make up one of the most 
formidable teams in the sport 
tight now. 

Yeah, so? 

Then how come you guys are so 


Rock executes a swinging neckbreaker on Sabu, who had two of his vertebrae broken by Chris 
Benoit several weeks earlier. Rock and Grunge vow to repeat that feat soon. 
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JG: 


WS: 


JG: 


WSs: 


JG: 


RR: 


evil? It seems like your idea of 
fun is going around and stealing 
purses, beating people up, and 
causing trouble wherever you 
go. What gives? 

That’s right. Beating people 
up and stealing purses is our 
idea of fun. Listen, we come 
from the streets. When me 
and Rocco were kids, we used 
to do that stuff all the time. It 
kind of got to be a habit. 
That’s how we survived. Now 
it’s just fun. We really don’t 
need the money or the stuff, 
but stealing and fighting 
keeps up sharp. 

So you're saying that all the 
crimes you guys commit is like 
preparation for your matches? 
You got it, punk. 

Okay. People are saying that 
you guys are one of the best tag 
teams in the world today. 
However, the loss tonight might 
hurt your reputation. What are 
your plans now? 

You can’t be this stupid, can 
you? We’re going to win those 
stinkin’ belts back! It shows 
that we are the toughest, 
coolest, and baddest. Me and 
Rocco are going to break 
Sabu’s neck, and then teach 
Tasmaniac the real meaning 
of the word pain. We’re going 
to ... (At this point, Rocco 
Rock re-enters the dressing 
room with a car stereo in one 
hand and a crowbar in the 
other). 

Look, Johnny! Look what I 
stole out of Paul E.’s car! 
(Holds up a car stereo) That 
will teach him to mess with 
Public Enemy! Maybe we’ll 
go down on Beacon Street in 
the ’hood and sell this for a 
couple of bucks! Thank you, 
Paul E.! (They both start 
laughing.) 


Grunge puts Jim Lano away with a reverse bulldog. Johnny insists he and his part- 
ner are the “coolest, baddest, and best” tag team in the world today. 


JG: 


WS: 


JG: 


That’s what happens when 
you mess with the “Hoodies.” 
Paul E. is another low-life. 
We drove him through a 
table once, and we’ll be 
damn sure to do it again. 
Everyone in ECW will feel 
the wrath of Public Enemy 
sooner or later. 

Are there any plans for you guys 
to leave ECW, and maybe join 
the WWE or WCW? 


: (Turning to Grunge) This guy 


is really stupid, isn’t he? 
Yep. You ain’t heard nothin’ 
yet. 


: Well, to answer your question, 


JG: 


pencil-neck, ECW is our 
home. Those belts in them 
other federations don’t mean 
squat. ECW is where real 
wrestlers compete. Drag any 
of those losers from those fed- 
erations down here to Philly, 
and me and Johnny would 
bust them up so bad that they 
would have to ship ’em back 
in body bags. 

The ECW belts are the only 
ones for us. Besides, we’re too 
violent for everybody else. 
They would throw us out of 
there so quick, it wouldn’t be 
funny. It just proves that 
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Rock is so vicious and relentless that he isn’t even above using his shirt to try to smother an oppo- 
nent. That’s not surprising, considering some of the things Public Enemy get away with outside of 
wrestling rings. 
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There are many people who believe Grunge and Rock will become the world’s next truly great tag 
team. They have plenty of experience already. They beat Terry and Dory Funk in a violent, bloody 
barbed-wire match last year. 


everybody’s jealous of Public 
Enemy. 

I want to get your comments on 
some other tag teams in the 
sport today. 


: Fine by us. We’re already the 


best in the world. 

The Headshrinkers. 

Where are their names, Batu 
and Gionne? Those two 
Samoan losers wouldn’t have 
a chance in the world against 
us. They don’t know how to 
fight. They stink. They really 
reek. 


: Yeah, Capt. Lou is so ugly, he 


makes Sabu look like Miss 
America! Thanks, Capt. Lou! 
How about another team that 
thinks they’re pretty tough: The 
Nasty Boys. 

Didn’t they win that stinkin’ 
Tag Team of the Year award 
from one of your magazines? 
Yes, they did. PWI Tag Team of 


RR: 


WS: 


JG: 


the Year for 1994. 

Lemme tell you something 
about them Nasty Girls. Me 
and Johnny would beat them 
and bloody them so bad that 
they would never be able to 
wrestle again. They stink— 
they aren’t as tough as us! 
Have you ever seen them go 
through tables like we do? 
Have you ever seen them do 
the crazy and psychotic things 
that we do? Man, I would love 
to get my hands on them. Us 
against the Nasty Girls? No 
contest—we would kill them. 
Okay, last one: The Road 
Warriors. 

Let me take this one, Rocco. 
The Warriors used to be great 
a long time ago, but they were 
like 1980s tough. This is the 
1990s, and me and Rocco are 
the new breed of tag teams. 
Just like the Warriors domi- 


WS: 


JG: 


RR: 


ws: 


RR: 


nated the ’80s, we’re going to 
dominate the *90s. We would 
rip their stinkin’ heads off if 
we ever got in the ring with 
them, anyway. 

One more question before I 
leave. 


: Only one more? Thank God. 
: What’s in store for Sabu and 


Tasmaniac? 

Pain. More pain. A lot more 
pain. They might have gotten 
the belts tonight, but we’re 
here and ready to go. We’re 
the best damn team in the 
world. I’d fight them right 
now if I had the chance. 

Not only are we going to 
break tables, we’re going to 
break their stinkin’ necks as 
well. 

Guys, thanks for a most intrigu- 
ing interview. I think. 

You better thank us! Or we'll 
rip your little head off. C 


WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 49 


ay 
a fe 
Mmm Photos by Marti Funk & Jim Varsillone 
@] .s 
i = 
- az 


Diesel and Bret Hart were 
ready to start 1995 with a 
bang when they battled for 
the WWF World title at the 
Royal Rumble. 

The outcome wasn’t what 


anybody hoped for 
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By Dave Rosenbaum 


OBERT ABBOTT OF St. 
PR rvesiue Florida, is not a 

man of many means. A 
blue-collar worker who unloads 
ship cargos by day and moonlights 
as a bus driver, Mr. Abbott has a 
loyal wife, a nine-year-old son, a 
seven-year-old daughter, and a 
dog who will never see the inside 
of a Yuppie Puppy store. 

But Mr. Abbott, like most men, 
will do just about anything to make 
his children happy, even if it 
means a few additional sacrifices 
besides eating peanut butter-and- 
jelly sandwiches for lunch for five 
straight days. So one Saturday 
morning, while he was watching 
wrestling on TV with his children, 
he noticed the gleam in his son, 
Jason’s, eyes when WWF broad- 
caster Todd Pettengill said the 
Royal Rumble was coming to 


neighboring Tampa. 

Right then, Mr. Abbott knew he 
had to find a way to treat his family 
to a special evening. 

Over the following month, Mr. 
Abbott took any overtime he could 
get, worked a few extra hours dri- 
ving the bus, and came up with 
enough money to buy four decent 
tickets for the Royal Rumble and 
treat his family to a special dinner 
at a local hamburger restaurant. 

Mr. Abbott knew the hard work 
was worth it when he saw the way 
his children reacted with excite- 
ment when they found out they 
were going to the Royal Rumble, 
especially when Jason exclaimed 
something to the effect of, “Dad, 
Bret ‘The Hitman’ Hart’s fighting 
Diesel! They’re my two most 
favorite wrestlers!” 

Unfortunately, like so many 


The Hart-Diesel match 
started to lose its lus- 
ter when Shawn Mi- 
chaels entered the ring 
after Diesel “jack- 
knifed” Bret (far left). It 
was completely ruined 
when five men inter- 
fered at once (left). 


other things in Mr. Abbott's life, 
things didn’t turn out the way they 
were supposed to. His wife got 
sick the day before the card and 
had to stay home. He and the chil- 
dren barely had enough time for 
dinner. They arrived at the 
Sundome after the opening bell 
and missed most of Jeff Jarrett’s 
victory over Razor Ramon for the 
Intercontinental title. 

Yet, the biggest ripoff of all hap- 
pened in the co-main event: Bret 
Hart vs. Diesel, the WWF World 
title match Jason had so looked 
forward to, turned out to be a dud. 

Robert Abbott spent more than 
$100 so that his kids could watch 
a draw. 


#*K* 


We became aware of the 
Abbotts’ story when one of our 
photographers spotted the family 
leaving the Sundome after the 
card. They stood out in a crowd 


because of their long, unhappy 
faces, and the defeated look in Mr. 
Abbott's eyes. One-hundred bucks 
for a draw. 


“The Hitman” showed incredible grit 
when he refused to submit to Diesel’s 
backbreaker. Without all the interfer- 
ence, these two might have battled for 
an hour or more ... and fans might have 
seen the best match of the year. 


Hart was also uncharacteristically brutal 
in the match, yet Diesel wouldn’t give in. 
It would have been interesting to see 
what it would have taken to win the 
match. Thanks to a half-dozen rule- 
breakers, we'll never know. 
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Before the match, Bret boasted that 
Diesel would never be able to escape 
his “sharpshooter” leglock. He did, but 
only after Owen Hart, seeking to ruin his 
brother’s evening, interfered. 
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Diesel vs. Bret Hart wasn’t sup- 
posed to turn out that way. They 
didn’t want a draw, either. Diesel 
figured this was his big chance to 
prove to everyone that he’s a wor- 
thy WWF World champion. Bret 
privately figured it was a great 
chance to regain the World title 
from a champion who won the belt 
because he was in the right place 
at the right time to begin with. 

Diesel didn’t count on Shawn 
Michaels and Jeff Jarrett interfer- 
ing. Bret didn’t count on his broth- 
er, Owen, and Bob Backlund get- 
ting in the way. Rulebreakers 
marred a battle of the top two fan 
favorites in the WWF and caused 
the suspension of what had been 
a memorable match. 

For most of 27 minutes 21 sec- 
onds, Diesel and Hart fought as if 
they were long-time enemies. With 
the World championship as their 
incentive, they tore into each other 


with fists, feet, arms, and chairs. 
The crowd was shocked when 
Bret smashed a chair over 
Diesel’s legs and back, but Diesel 
later revealed that he would have 
done the same had he gotten the 
chance. 

Such a thrilling match deserved 
a winner. You know how announc- 
ers sometimes whine, “It’s too bad 
there has to be a loser in this 
match’? Well, the good battle is 
wasted without a conqueror and 
conquered. But at 27:21, the inter- 
ference and mayhem had gone 
too far, and the referee called for 
the bell. 

The winners: Michaels, Jarrett, 
Backlund, and Owen Hart, who 
fully intended to ruin their rivals’ 
evening. 

The losers: Bret, Diesel, and 
every fan in the WWF. Especially 
the Abbotts. 

Sure, there could be a rematch. 


Just don’t count on it. 

“From what | understand, he 
WWE powers were a little reluctant 
to schedule this match in the first 
place,” said Rick Martel, who com- 
peted in the Royal Rumble itself 
that night. “There’s always the risk 
of interference when you put one 
fan favorite against another, and 
that's exactly what happened. Too 
much interference. | think the 
WWF's worst fears were realized. 
They won’t sign this match again, 
not even in a steel cage.” 

Wrestling is the only sport that 
allows for open-ended conclusions 
to championship matches. Even in 
soccer, a sport in which scoreless 
ties are commonplace, a decision 


must be reached in the World Cup 
and league championships. They 
go to tiebreakers in tennis. 
Baseball games could go on for- 
ever. In boxing, the judges make 
the call and draws are extremely 
rare at the championship level. 

Only in wrestling could a family 
spend $100 to attend a champi- 
onship match and leave the build- 
ing feel like they had seen 
absolutely nothing. 

The extra trips up and down 
Route 4 were a waste of time for 
Robert Abbott. A slice of pizza at 
lunch would have tasted a lot bet- 
ter than the bitter aftertaste of Bret 
Hart vs. Diesel in the match that 
wasn’t allowed to end. C 


Shenae hadi) 


Diesel got the upper hand early by 
bodyslamming Bret (left), but Hart 
caught him by surprise by choking him 
on the ropes (below). With the match 
ending in a draw, it’s hard to judge 
which man is the WWF's top fan 
favorite. 
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SUPERSTAR 


DREAM MATCH 


THE ALL-TIME WWF WORLD 


CHAMPION TOURNAMENT 
COMPARING THE COMBATANTS 


SGT. SLAUGHTER 

(6'3", 310 pounds): Number of WWF 
World titles: One ... Won from: 
Ultimate Warrior (1991) ... Noted for: 
Patriotism, turning against America 
| during Persian Gulf War, cobra 
clutch, no-nonsense aititude ... 
Manager: Col. Mustafa. 


|| YOKOZUNA 

(6'4", 568 pounds): Number of WWF World 

titles: Two ... Won from: Bret Hart (1993), 

Hulk Hogan (1993) ... Noted for: Sumo 

f= background, incredible girth, “banzai” 

©) splash ... Managers: Mr. Fuji and Jim 
|| Cornette. 


RANDY SAVAGE 

(6'2", 237 pounds): Number of WWF World 
titles: Two ... Won from: Ted DiBiase (1988, 
tournament final), Ric Flair (1992) ... Noted 
for: Flying elbowsmash, tumultuous § 
relationship with Hulk Hogan, charisma, 
colorful outfits ... Manager: Elizabeth. 


IRON SHEIK 
(6', 262 pounds): Number of WWF 
World titles: One ... Won from: Bob 
Backlund (1983) ... Noted for: Camel 
clutch, winning bronze medal for Iran 
in 1968 Olympics, incredible upper- & 
body strength ... Manager: Fred 
Blassie. 


BRET HART 

(5'11", 234 pounds): Number of WWF 
World titles: Two ... Won from: Ric 
Flair (1992), Yokozuna (1994) ... Noted 
for: “Sharpshooter” leglock, 
| legendary wrestling family, feud with 
brother Owen, all-around excellence 


DIESEL 

(7', 356 pounds): Number of WWF World 
titles: One ... Won from: Bob Backlund 
(1994) ... Noted for: Height, “jackknife” 
power bomb, stint as Shawn Michaels’ 
bodyguard, intimidation, offbeat past WCW 
identities ... Manager: Self-managed. 


... Manager: Self-managed. 


BRUNO SAMMARTINO 
(5'10", 265 pounds): Number of WWF 
World titles: Two ... Won from: Buddy 
Rogers (1963), Stan Stasiak (1973) ... 
Noted for: Raw power, bearhug, 
backbreaker, 11 total years as World 
champ ... Manager: Arnold Skaaland. 


BUDDY ROGERS 

(5'10", 225 pounds): Number of WWF World 
titles: One (1963, tournament) ... Noted for: 
Figure-four leglock, NWA World title reign, 
cockiness, strut, being the original “Nature a 
Boy” ... Manager: Bobby Davis. 


54 WRESTLING SUPERSTARS 


- unlikely this match will ever pve see any’ anes hi 


s. It! - 
the ape 


iae-oposet in 


this magazine and in inte aren of your imagination! 


THE UNDERTAKER 
(6'9", 328 pounds): Number of 
WWF World titles: One ... Won 
from: Hulk Hogan (1991) ... 
Noted for: Fascination with 
afterworld, “tombstone” pile- 
driver, locking Ultimate 
Warrior in coffin, resilience ... 
Manager: Paul Bearer. 


PEDRO MORALES 

(5'11'/2", 240 pounds): Number of 
WWF World titles: One ... Won from: 
Pedro Morales (1971) ... Noted for: 


Boston crab, volatile temper, flying 
bodypress, enthusiasm, two reigns 
as Intercontinental champ ... Manager: 
Self-managed. 


ULTIMATE WARRIOR 
(6'3", 280 pounds): Number of WWF 
World titles: One ... Won from: Hulk 
Hogan (1990) Noted for: 
Unbelievable energy, face paint, 
beating Hogan cleanly for World title, 
powerful clothesline ... Manager: 
Self-managed. 


SUPERSTAR GRAHAM 
(6'3'2", 265 pounds) Number of WWF 
World titles: One ... Won from: Bruno 
Sammartino (1977) ... Noted for: 
Strength, controversial title loss to | 
Backlund, bodybuilder’s physique ... 
Manager: The Grand Wizard. 


ALL TIME 


HEAVYWEIGHT 
CHAMPION 


WWF 
WORLD 


HULK HOGAN 

(6'8", 275 pounds): Number 
of WWF World titles: Five ... 
Won from: \ron Sheik (1984), 
Randy Savage (1989), Sat. 
Slaughter (1991), The Under- 
taker (1991), Yokozuna 
(1993) ... Noted for: World- 
wide fame and popularity, 
clothesline-legdrop finisher, 
acting career, retiring Ric 
Flair in WCW ... Manager: 
Jimmy Hart. 


ULTIMATE 
WARRIOR 


BOB BACKLUND 


IVAN KOLOFF 

(5'11", 249 pounds): Number of WWF World 
titles: One ... Won from: Bruno Sammartino 
(1971) ... Noted for: Ending Sammartino’s 
seven-year reign, hatred for Americans, 
mastery of Russian chain matches, bearhug, 
kneedrop ... Manager: Capt. Lou Albano. 


BOB BACKLUND 

(6'1", 234 pounds): Number of WWF World 
titles: Two ... Won from: Superstar Graham 
(1978), Bret Hart (1994) ... Noted for: 
Technical brilliance, chicken wing, long first 
reign, short second one, “snapping” late in 
career ... Manager: Arnold Skaaland. 


STAN STASIAK cere 
(6'5", 277 pounds) Number of WWF World 
titles: One ... Won from: Pedro Morales 
(1973) ... Noted for: short, forgettable reign, : 
heart punch, lack of mobility, brawling skills = 
... Manager: The Grand Wizard. 
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FIRST ROUND MATCHES 


Sgt. Slaughter vs. 
Yokozuna 


Slaughter arrived in the ring 
wrapped in the American flag. The 
fans went berserk. He removed 
the flag to reveal tattoos of 
Abraham Lincoln and George 
Washington on his massive arms. 
The crowd roared again. He 
pointed a patriotic fist and shook it. 
The crowd screamed. Yokozuna 
walked to center ring, smacked 
Slaughter across his forehead, 
and fell on him for the pin. The 
crowd was silent. 

“He’s so damn big,” Slaughter 
said afterward. “When he uses all 
that weight, you got no shot!” 


Iron Sheik vs. 
Randy Savage 


Savage put an end to the 
prematch chatter suggesting he 
should be announcing the 
tournament, not wrestling in it, by 
stomping Iron Sheik into 
submission after four furious 
minutes of wrestling. Three 
elbowsmashes from the top rope 
after the match was over showed 
everyone he was serious about 
winning the tournament. “I’m not 
here for my health,” Savage said 
later. “I need to remind people 
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e ?¢ ily Flair’s piting Rc Flair against. 
- pre ' during his slay in the federation’ He won two 
WHE World titles and was one of the federation’. S$ dominant 
wrestlers while he was there, Many WWE followers consider 
-Flair's paromarte) in the 1992 Royal Rumble as the WWF's 
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Wouldn't that be a riot? We don’t think so. It would ruin 
gambling interest and shrink the pay-per-view audience. So the 
WWF Flair gets the boot, but you'll quickly discover that it doesn't 
matter. The depth and breadth of talent here will be sufficiently 
entertaining. What makes this tournament more appealing is the 


~ common goal shared by almost every one of the wrestlers. Yes, 
they want to win. But more importantly, they all want to prove the 
WWE is not Hogan's federation, and their championship reigns 
2 were every bit as meaningful a as his. 


how good | am. Are you listening, 
Hulk Hogan?” 


Bret Hart vs. Diesel 


The battle of the two most 
recent WWF World champions 
was not as close as expected. 
Diesel mistook Bret Hart for a 
punching bag. Had Bret not 
tumbled from the ring, the match 
wouldn’t have lasted a minute. But 
who should assist Hart to his feet? 
Why, none other than his es- 
tranged brother, Owen! “Go get 
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‘em, bro,” Owen whispered. Tears 
filled Bret's eyes—as they would 
soon Diesel’s. Inspired, Bret made 
short work of the big man to move 
into the next round. Unlike what 
happened at the 1995 Royal 
Rumble, there was no one to help 
“Big Daddy Cool” when Bret 
locked on the “sharpshooter.” 
Diesel submitted after two 
minutes. 

“| don’t care if he’s 11 feet tall,” 
Bret said. “Once | get him down on 
the mat, he’s mine!” 

He was right. 


Diesel escaped Bret Hart's “sharpshooter” at the Royal Rumble when Owen Hart 
interfered. Not in this tournament. Owen was on his brother's side, and “Big Daddy 
Cool” gave up after spending two minutes in the leglock. 
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It took Bruno Sammartino only 48 seconds to beat Buddy Rogers for the WWF World title in 1963. It 
took a lot longer this time, but the result and finishing hold were the same. 


Bruno Sammartino vs. 
Buddy Rogers 


The rematch of the classic 1963 
encounter lasted a little longer than 
the 48-second original, but the 
result didn’t change. It took Bruno 
23 minutes to work Rogers into a 
backbreaker, and it was deja vu all 
over again. “We all forget how 
naturally strong Bruno is,” Rogers 
said in amazement. “We've all 
grown accustomed to big muscles. 
All Bruno has is big power.” 

“| wrestle ... everyone else talks,” 
Bruno said after the match. “That's 
the problem since Hogan. Too 
much yapping, not enough 
wrestling.” 


Undertaker vs. 
Hulk Hogan 


There were several reporters who 
gave Undertaker a fighting chance 


against Hogan, and said so in their 
columns preceding the match. They 
are all now looking for jobs. Hogan 
demonstrated the vast difference 
between him and the dark 
pretender to his throne by pinning 
Undertaker in less than a minute. 

The eerie entrance music didn’t 
faze Hogan. Neither did the 
magical urn that Undertaker 
brought to the ring. He stared 
death in the face and survived. 

Clothesline, legdrop, pin, and it 
was over. There was no miracle 
recovery from The Undertaker this 
time. He was simply up against a 
better man. 


Pedro Morales vs. 
Ivan Koloff 


This rematch of WWF World 
champions varied in several ways 
from the original, in which Pedro 
put an end to Koloff’s three-week 


reign. Without the support of his 
fans, Morales was slow getting 
started. Koloff gained four two- 
counts and stunned Morales with 
the same kneedrop that once put 
Sammartino out. But when push 
came to shove, it was Pedro who 
prevailed. Five trademark left 
hooks landed Koloff on his back, 
where he lay helplessly, like a 
bearded turtle. The pin was a 
mere formality. 


Ultimate Warrior vs. 
Bob Backlund 


The question of which Bob 
Backlund would show up—the 
matinee idol or the bloodthirsty 
rulebreaker—didn’t take long to 
answer. Before the introductions, 
Backlund dropkicked Warrior over 
the top rope and out of the ring. 
He followed him and repeatedly 
clubbed Warrior over the head 
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with a chair. Warrior briefly rallied, 
but could not withstand the 
ferocious and relentless Backlund 
assault. After 23 excruciating 
minutes wrestling Backlund both 
on the mat and outside the ring, 
Warrior lasted two more in the 
deadly chicken wing before 
submitting. 


Superstar Graham vs. 
Stan Stasiak 


“According to a lot of people, | 
was a forgettable champion,” 
Stasiak said before the match. 
“This should change people’s 
minds.” 

Forget about it, Stan. 

Stasiak, the heart punch spec- 
ialist, needed a heart specialist 
after Graham nearly dismembered 
him. It was only appropriate that 
Stasiak’s tenure in the tourney 
was as forgettable as his nine-day 
title reign in 1973. All it took was a 
bearhug, and the match was over 
in less than three minutes. 

By the time the tournament 
ended, most had forgotten that 
Stasiak was even entered in the 
first place. 


QUARTERFINALS 


Yokozuna vs. 
Randy Savage 


A man of Yokozuna’s size 
prepares for his matches as you 
might suspect. Sitting down to a 
350-piece order of sushi, the big 
man explained why winning this 
tournament was so important. 

“No one gives credit to my kind 
of wrestler,” he said, a piece of 
fish dangling from his lips. “I am 
not pretty, | am big. And | am from 
another country. When | win here, 
| earn respect on behalf of all big, 
ugly foreign wrestlers.” 

While Savage may have 
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underestimated Yokozuna’s sense 
of humor, the “Macho Man” held 
his opponent's wrestling abilities in 
high esteem. “Yoko can do things 
a man his size shouldn’t be able 
to,” Savage said. “But he can’t 
stop me. Not this time.” 
Yokozuna tried his best, 
including successfully executing a 
flying bodypress that made 
imaginary front pages across the 
country. But Savage had the 
image of Elizabeth and Hogan 
embracing tattooed on his left 
ankle, and every time he rubbed it, 
he reacted like Popeye did after 
he gulped down a can of spinach. 
He did this while Yokozuna was in 
mid-air and did not even feel the 
568-pounder land on him. Savage 
got right up and knocked 
Yokozuna unconscious with a 


stinging right hook. 

“That one’s for you, Hogan,” 
Savage howled, walking to the 
dressing room with his hands in 
the air. 


Bret Hart vs. 
Bruno Sammartino 


Little-known fact: Sammartino 
hates leather jackets. “Kids where 
| live used to wear the leather 
jackets and ride motorcycles. The 
cops used to drag them to their 
fathers every night. It’s bad for the 
children to wear them. They’re no 
good.” 

“Tell Bruno to get a life,” Bret 
laughed. “He should be arrested 
for some of the suits he wears.” 

The battle of conflicting 
wardrobes began when Bruno 


Randy Savage has executed hundreds of flying bodypresses, but it would be 
amazing to see 568-pound Yokozuna use one. Not as amazing as seeing Savage 
Stand up after being on the receiving end of such a splash, though! 


Sammartino tries to catch his breath during his rugged battle with Hart. Later, it would be Bret 
gasping for air, the victim of a punishing Sammartino bearhug. 


uncharacteristically ripped the 
leathers from Bret’s shoulders. 
Bruno, furious that he had been 
made a 5-2 underdog, wrestled 
like someone had put a little extra 
caffeine in his coffee. 

“I’ve seen films of Bruno,” Bret 
said afterward, “but | guess they 
were in slow motion.” 

After 12 minutes, Hart whipped 
Bruno into the ropes. Bruno came 
off, ducked a punch and, from 
behind, squeezed Bret into a 
bearhug. Bret didn’t have a 
chance to submit. The wind was 
pinched from his lungs. Ten 
seconds later, he was uncon- 
scious on the mat. His “sharp- 
shooter” was never a factor this 
time. 

“Tell Mr. Hogan to put that in his 
pipe and smoke it,” Bruno said. 


Hulk Hogan vs. 
Pedro Morales 


Hogan, a 9-1 favorite, quickly 
learned why people used to say 
Pedro had more heart and 
courage than any other WWF 
World champion in history. 

“If Pedro was my size, he’d be 
the best wrestler in the history of 
the world,” Hogan admitted after 
the match. Alas, Pedro is only 
5'11'/2", and that’s only if he 
remembers his’ boot lifts. 
Outweighed by 135 pounds, 
Morales survived 11 two-counts, 
and came that close to putting 
Hogan down with his version of a 
sleeperhold. 

But Hogan works a crowd even 
better than Morales. Just as he 
was ready to nod Off, cries of 


“Let’s go Hulk! Let’s go Hulk!” 
aroused him. He flipped Morales 
over his back ... you know the 
rest. Elbowsmash, clothesline, 
legdrop, pin. 

Say goodnight, Pedro. 


Bob Backlund vs. 
Superstar Graham 


Graham prepared himself for 
Backlund by watching films of his 
old matches against The Sheik. “I 
want to be prepared for anything,” 
Graham said. “I’m not gonna be 
caught off-guard by the maniac.” 
He was ready to avenge that 
controversial title loss to Backlund 
in 1978—the match in which he 
was pinned with his foot on the 
ropes. 

What Graham wasn’t prepared 
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Superstar Graham had a chance to avenge his controversial 1978 title loss to Bob 
Backlund in this tournament. He got a break when Backlund showed some true 
sportsmanship. 


for was the return of Bob 
Backlund, goofy superhero. “1 
realized in a tournament of this 
caliber that there is only one way 
to conduct yourself,” a smiling 
Backlund explained to reporters 
before the match. “] apologize for 
my past infractions. That wasn’t 
me. You'll see the real me 
tonight.” 

The real Backlund dominated 
Graham with error-free, precision 
wrestling. Before Graham could 
react to one move, Backlund flew 
to his other side, squeezing him 
into another. With Graham’s 
shoulders pinned and the referee 
about to count three, Backlund 
noticed Graham’s foot touching 
the rope. 
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To the astonishment of 
everyone, Backlund released his 
foe. “His foot is on the rope,” he 
explained to the ref. For a second, 
Graham thought Backlund was 
joking and that he had really lost. 

“I was furious,” Graham said. “l 
thought he was making fun of me.” 

New life inspired Graham. 
Shrugging off a Backlund 
dropkick, Graham pounded 
Backlund with nine consecutive 
forearms. Backlund attempted to 
put him in the chicken wing, and 
Graham simply flexed his way out 
of it. Coming off the ropes, 
Backlund missed with a flying 
bodypress. Graham scaled the 
turnbuckle and landed knee-first 
into Backlund’s neck. The crack 


was heard in the upper deck. 

Two years later, in what doctors 
considered a medical miracle, the 
brace came off, and Backlund 
regained complete use of his 
neck. But for the rest of this night, 
he could not move. Graham rolled 
him over for the pin and the 
victory. 


QUARTERFINALS 


Randy Savage vs. 
Bruno Sammartino 


During a prematch interview, 
Savage boasted to reporters that 
he was looking forward to 
wrestling Hogan in the finals. “Me 
and the ‘Hulkster’ have some 
unfinished business,” he said. 
“There’s too much water under the 
bridge with us. One of us must 
drown.” 

Bruno Sammartino was 
shocked by his opponent's sheer 
arrogance. “These kids have no 
respect for anything,” Bruno said. 
“If Savage is so sure he’s going to 
win, then maybe | shouldn’t even 
bother showing up.” 

But Bruno did show up, and he 
demonstrated why, long before the 
heyday of Hulk Hogan, he was 
considered the greatest wrestler of 
all-time. 

In the most awesome display of 
the tournament, Bruno slowly and 
confidently pulverized Savage into 
a beaten, bloody mess. Savage 
couldn’t penetrate Bruno’s cagey 
defenses. A dropkick barely 
moved Sammartino, while Bruno 
threw Savage about the ring with 
the ease an of a child playing with 
a doll. Even Savage’s magic tattoo 
lost its power. The end of the 
match saw Savage on his knees, 
begging Bruno to stop. 

“He was singing a different tune 

(Continued on page 70) 
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A TRIBUTE TO 
CRUSHER 
BLACKWELL 


i (1949-1995) 


Crusher Blackwell 
takes down Dick 
Slater with an awe- 
some clothesline. 
Even though he 
weighed 464 
pounds and had an 
odd physique, 
Blackwell will be 
remembered by 
many as quite an 
athlete. 


THE MAT SPORT LOST A GREAT ATHLETE WHEN 


CRUSHER BLACKWELL DIED IN JANUARY. 
IN THIS SPECIAL FEATURE, WRESTLING 
SUPERSTARSWLOOKS BACK ON HIS 


EXTRAORDINARY 1 5-VYEAR CAREER 
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By Bill Apter 


"Tm BIG MAN from Stone 
Mountain, Georgia, Jerry 
“Crusher” Blackwell, died on 
January 22, in an Atlanta hospital at 
the age of 45. Blackwell succumbed 
to complications from pneumonia. 
His health had deteriorated rapidly 
since he was involved in an automo- 
bile accident last December. 

Blackwell is survived by his wife, 
Nellie, four children, 13 grandchil- 
dren, and one great grandchild. His 
legacy is proving to the world that 
men of bulk can perform feats former- 
ly reserved for those with classic ath- 
letic builds. 

When you see big men—450- 
pound Big Van Vader, for instance— 
doing things that seem to defy gravi- 
ty, remember that it was Blackwell 
who pulled off similar feats long 
before Vader was even thinking of a 
pro career. 

“I met Blackwell when I first start- 


ed my career in the 
AWA,” a somber Vader 
recalled. “I remember 
telling someone that I 
would be something if I 
could do even half of the 
flying moves this huge 
guy pulls off.” 

Yes, Blackwell was 
an amazing wrestler. For 
a man who stood only 
5'9" and weighed as 
much as 464 pounds, he 
executed some pretty 
unbelievable maneuvers. 
I remember taking a pic- 
ture of him throwing a 
flying dropkick at a very 
young Larry Zbyszko at 
Madison Square Garden. 

“Yeah, I still remember that night, 
too,” Zbyszko said. “Absolutely, I do. 
I couldn’t believe that this ton of 
blubber, which is what I used to call 
him, could get that high 
up and move that quick- 
ly.” 

Many other wrestlers 
have fond memories of 
Blackwell. He had a lot 
of friends in wrestling, 
and even those who 
didn’t like him always 
respected him. 

“He was a great tag 
team partner,” said Ken 
Patera, who held the 
AWA tag team title with 
him for nearly 11 
months in 1983-84. 

“He was very unpre- 
dictable in the ring,” 
Sheik Adnan Al-Kais- 
sie, their manager, 
recalled. “You never 


Jerry “The King” Lawler was feeling a 
lot of royal pain when Blackwell deliv- 
ered this massive splash in Memphis in 
1981. Crusher was a star in the NWA, 
AWA, and WWF, as well as many inde- 
pendent promotions. 


Even Hulk Hogan had serious problems 
against Blackwell when he challenged 
him in the early-1980s. “A real tough 
man is what | remember,” Hogan 
recently said of him. 
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Blackwell’s biggest tag team victo- 
ry came with Ken Patera in 1983, 
when they won the AWA World tag 
title (above). They called them- 
selves The Sheiks. They eventually 
feuded (right), but Patera has noth- 
ing but good things to say about 
the man now. 
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knew what he was going to do next.” 
Blackwell spent most of his career 
in the AWA. Although he never won 
the World heavyweight title, he was 
still regarded as one of the promo- 
tion’s toughest challengers for years. 
“He certainly was,” noted former 
AWA World champion Verne Gagne, 


whose last title reign ended in 
1980. “After a match against 
Jerry Blackwell, every bone in 
your body ached. I recall one 
match in Minneapolis where he 
used a snapmare to take me 
down, held on to my left arm, 
and then catapulted himself into 
the air and came crashing down 
with all his weight on the arm. I 
couldn’t move the arm for a 
week. It still hurts!” 

Blackwell held his share of 
regional titles, including the 
prestigious Missouri State title, 
which he won from Kerry Von 
Erich in 1983. A year before 
that, Hulk Hogan was so 
impressed by what he saw in the big 
man that he signed for a series of 
matches against him. He almost got 
more of a challenge than he bargained 
for. 

“His flying bodypress was some- 
thing you didn’t want to subject your 
body to,” Hogan recalled. “And 


Blackwell was also unrelenting. If 
you punched him, he’d punch you 
back three times to your one. A real 
tough man is what I remember.” 

One of Blackwell’s most intense 
feuds was against a man who once 
said, “I am the only man who can call 
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himself ‘Crusher.’” That man was 
Milwaukee’s famous Crusher 
Lisowski, who later became known 
only as Crusher. “My name is like a 
title, and nobody is good enough to 
use it but me,” he said. “But, you 
know, Jerry Blackwell fought tooth- 
and-nail to earn that name, and I gotta 
hand it to him. I’ll say he was a 
‘Crusher’ in every sense of the word.” 

In the last few years of his life, 
Blackwell, unable to compete because 
of health problems, became a promot- 
er, assisting with various independent 
organizations in Georgia. Joe 
Pedicino, a broadcaster/promoter who 
worked closely with Blackwell called 
him “a unique individual, a real credit 
to the sport. Jerry also became a good 
friend, and I’ll miss him very much. 
So will a lot of other people.” 

This reporter included. O 


Blackwell was proud of his 1983 victory 
for the Missouri title, and he had every 
reason to be. In what most people con- 
sider to be his greatest solo success, he 
beat Kerry Von Erich for the belt. 


Blackwell was a master at using all of 
his weight to his greatest advantage. He 
could turn a simple powerslam into a 
deadly finishing maneuver. 


This is why Blackwell was 
so frequently called an 
amazing athlete. He got 
incredible elevation on his 
flying dropkick. Larry 
Zbyszko still remembers 
the night at Madison 
Square Garden in which 
Blackwell floored him with 
this move. 
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Did you ever think about how 
YOU could get in Pro Wrestling? 


Maybe as a wrestler, valet or manager? 
Or even in a non-wrestling position? 


OR DO YOU WANT TO FIND OUT 
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book explains things about wrestling you never 
knew, but need to know. Details over 50 different 
jobs possible in wrestling Lists addresses of all 
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where to order boots, tights, etc. in the U.S. & UK. 


Updated 1994 Edition Now Shipping! 


Inside Secrets on How YOU 
Can Enter The Exciting 
World of Pro Wrestling! 

Price of book is only $15, including postage. 


Add $5 for outside U.S. Send cashier's check, 
money order or cash for immediate shipment! 
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The Smokin’ Gunns could be the great young tag team that wrestling needs, 
according to reader Brian Olney. He has been impressed by Billy and Bart since 
they won the WWF World tag team title. 


my suspicion that those two guys 
are warped. The only thing that 
scares me more than their behav- 
ior is the thought that the ques- 
tions answered by them were 
taken from their fan mail. If those 
questions were the ones most 
often asked by fans, I’d hate to 
read the most obscure! Of course, 
leave it up to their fans to ask off- 
the-wall questions. 

The next time you offer to sift 
through a wrestler’s mail for them 
to answer the top 10 questions, 
please exclude The Bush- 
whackers. | don’t think | can take 
another topping on my sardine 
sandwich. 

JEFF ANDREWS 
Roanoke, VA 


SHOOTIN’ TO THE TOP 
Maybe tag team wrestling is 
finally coming out of its long 
drought. The Smokin’ Gunns final- 
ly won the WWF World tag team 
championship, and they have 
been quite impressive in their 
defenses. It remains to be seen if 
they will become tag team leg- 
ends like The Road Warriors or 
The Rock ’n’ Roll Express, but 
they may be the start of some- 
thing wonderful on the tag team 
scene. Even if they eventually get 
beaten, and I’m sure they will, | 
hope that their reign starts an era 
of exciting tag team action. The 

sport needs it. 

BRIAN OLNEY 
Fort Worth, TX 1 
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WRESTLING'S 50 HOTTEST QUESTIONS ANSWERED 


(3 WRESTLE BETTER TEAR 
AT WAS LAST YEAR? 


1995 
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Is WCW now the top federation in North 
America? Who would win a match between 
HULK HOGAN and GEORGE FOREMAN? 

Will BRET and OWEN HART reunite in 1995? 
These are just three of the 50 questions we 
posed to more than 100 wrestling experts in 

our third-annual “PW/ Poll” ... You might 
shocked to hear what STING had to say about 
the “Hulkster’ in “Press Conference” ... How 

did Owen Hart nearly ruin his brother’s acting 

career before it got started? We'll tell you! 


All this—and much more!—in the June 1995 
issue of Pro Wrestling Illustrated 


AGE PAO WRESTLERS TOUDH ENOUGH 
FOR “YLTIMATE FIOHTING "7 


HULK HOGAN can’t have two best friends in 
WCW. He used to team with STING a lot, but 
now it’s RANDY SAVAGE’S turn. Have you 
noticed that the “Stinger” and the “Macho Man” 
aren’t seen together much? They'll soon be at 
each other’s throats! ... The RIC FLAIR-BRET 
HART feud ended two years ago, or did it? 
Flair still has unfinished business in the WWF 
... You’ve heard JEFF JARRETT talk about 
how wondertul he is, but he just might be as 
great as he thinks! 


All this—and much more!—in the May 1995 
issue of The Wrestler 


All is not well with Jim Cornette and his 
Heavenly Bodies. Jim Del Ray and Tom 
Prichard want a shot at SMW tag team 
champs The Rock 'n Roll Express, but 
Cornette also manages that team on a 
part-time basis. 
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ly invited into the group, but he did 
decide to temporarily form a tag 
team with Avalanche. 

“| have dozens of people who 
are begging me to join the Faces 
of Fear,” Sullivan crowed. “I’ll 
decide who it is. | want only the 
best. And we will destroy Hulk 
Hogan. It’s only a matter of time!” 

The Three Faces of Fear could 
use some help in their quest to 
eliminate the WCW World champi- 
on. Brutus “The Butcher” 
Beefcake “earned” a World title 
shot when he revealed that he had 
turned against Hogan at 
Halloween Havoc. But Hogan 
thrashed him at Starrcade ’94 and 
pinned him in a tag team match at 
the Clash. Avalanche was domi- 
nated in his feud with Sting, and 


Kevin Sullivan himself has had 
trouble beating his lesser-talented 
younger brother Dave. 

Maybe what the group needs is 
a full-time manager. The Four 
Horsemen were at their best 
when they were managed by J.J. 
Dillon. Coincidentally, Ric Flair, 
who was retired by Hogan at 
Halloween Havoc and would have 
the time for such a job, was in the 
audience at the Clash. Kevin 
Sullivan wouldn’t say whether he 
had met with the “Nature Boy” 
about joining his band of rule- 
breakers in one capacity or 
another. 

kkk 

An explosive situation is devel- 
oping in Smoky Mountain 
Wrestling, and, predictably, Jim 


Cornette is at the center of the 
controversy. 

The Heavenly Bodies, man- 
aged by Cornette in both SMW 
and the WWF, returned to the fed- 
eration in late-January and imme- 
diately started a feud with The 
Gangstas, who are still upset that 
Cornette helped the The Rock ’n’ 
Roll Express for the SMW title. 
The Bodies-Gangstas match was 
a classic ... if you like violent 
matches with a lot of brawling and 
lot of foreign objects. 

Jim Del Ray and Tom 
Prichard were so impressive in 
that match that they told Cornette 
to get them a shot at the tag title 
ASAP. That's when Cornette ran 
into a problem. After years of 
feuding with the Rock ’n’ Rolls, 
Cornette is enjoying managing 
Robert Gibson and Rick Morton. 

On the other hand, he knows 
he should be loyal to the Bodies; 
he has been by their side a lot 
longer. It was the Rock ’n’ Rolls, 
of course, who forced Del Ray 
and Prichard out of SMW in April 
1994 by beating them in a “loser- 
leaves-the-federation” bout. 
Neither team has forgotten that 
long, bitter feud. 

“lll work something out,” 
Cornette stammered. “I can man- 
age a lot of different people at one 
time and make them all success- 
full” 
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SUPERSTAR DREAM MATCH 


(Continued from page 60) 


Bruno Sammartino got a chance to take on Randy Savage late in his career and 
relished his chance to take him on in our tournament. Savage paid a high price for 
looking ahead to a possible showdown with Hulk Hogan. 


at the end,” Bruno laughed. 

“| was scared for my life,” 
Savage admitted. “Bruno is the 
strongest man | ever met. The 
power in those arms ... it was like 
wrestling a gorilla—a gorilla with a 
helluva lot of talent. | never want 
to go through something like that 
again. 

“Tell Hogan to come prepared. 
This ain’t no Big Van Vader.” 


Hulk Hogan vs. 
Superstar Graham 


If he was to get to Sammartino, 
Hogan had to first get by Graham. 
“lm not looking to lose pretty,” 
Graham said. “I’d rather win ugly.” 

As you enter the original Gold’s 
Gym in Venice, California, there is 
a wall of photographs paying 
tribute to the men and women who 
have elevated body sculpture to its 
highest art form. Among the 
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bodybuilders and Olympic 
weightlifters hang two framed 
autographed photos of Superstar 
Graham and Hulk Hogan. 

And that’s the story of this 
match. There were no style 
changes, no clever shifts in 
strategy. The prematch talk that 
said the winner would be the one 
who was more scientific proved to 
be nonsense. There was no 
science, and there were no dainty 
aerial maneuvers. 

There was bone on bone. It was 
power vs. power, muscle pressing 
muscle, hurt vs. pain. 

Graham scored first with a 
looping left hook that caught 
Hogan under the chin and lifted 
him out of the ring. Hogan 
rammed his way back in the ring, 
and bullwhipped Graham to the 
mat. They flailed at each other for 
six minutes, their heavy arms 
growing weary with each 


connecting blow. 

The match took on the 
personality of a Marvin Hagler- 
Thomas Hearns fight, with both 
men giving everything in order to 
finish off the other as soon as 
possible. “It was an epic battle of 
biceps,” one newspaper reported 
the next day. “In the end, the 
smaller man won.” 

That would be Hogan, whose 
arms measured a half-inch less 
than his opponent’s. Graham had 
raised Hogan over his head—he 
was, in fact, bench-pressing 
Hogan—when_ his __ biceps 
snapped. Hogan tumbled on top of 
him and remained there, while the 
squirming Graham was unable to 
free his shoulders. 

“lm tired,” Hogan said. “I need 
to rest for Bruno.” 


TOURNAMENT FINAL 


Hulk Hogan vs. 
Bruno Sammartino 


Bruno Sammartino held the 
WWF title for 7'/2 years in an era in 
which media invasion was largely 
unheard of. “Life once did a 
picture essay of our house,” Bruno 
recalled. “Otherwise, your 
personal life was kept out of the 
papers. There was never any 
‘Brunomania.’ The bottom line for 
us was this: Can you wrestle, or 
can’t you? We settled it in the ring, 
not in interviews.” 

Say there was no “Hulkamania.” 
No Rocky I/II, no Thunder In 
Paradise, no Right Guard 
commercials, no Hogan pheno- 
menon. Say Hogan’s skills were 
allowed to naturally ripen, and he 

(Continued on page 72) 
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* hails from which California beach community? 
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Who managed The Moondogs to the WWF World tag team titley 
1) The Grand Wizard = 

2) Capt. Lou Albano 

3) Fred Blassie 

4) Bobby Heenan 
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2) False 
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SUPERSTAR DREAM MATCH 


was judged only on his skills, and 
not the phenomenon attached to 
his name. 

Then what? 

“People don’t understand 
anything about Hulk Hogan,” said 
none other than Ric Flair. “He’s a 
deceptively good wrestler who 
could have been much better. 
He’s mobile and quick. All the 
hype helped his career, but hurt 
his skills.” 

What if there had been 
“Brunomania”? Would the famous 
Sammartino work ethic be able to 
survive the insatiable media 
onslaught? It was the Hulk Hogan 
that might have been facing the 
Bruno Sammartino that once was, 


Hulk Hogan finished off Sammartino—and this 
tournament—the same way he finishes off almost 
all of his matches: with a legdrop. Bruno made the 
mistake of letting the “Hulkster” out of his bearhug. Bruno had violated the 
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(Continued from page 70) 


in a match stripped bare of hype. 

The match began with—what 
else?—a test of strength. A five- 
minute test that had fans 
screaming, not for more action, 
but for their favorite to prevail. 
Eyes and veins bulging, muscles 
popping, Bruno pushed Hogan 
against the turnbuckle, and Hogan 
dropped to his knees and flipped 
Bruno out of the ring. 

Bruno scrambled back into the 
ring and pulled Hogan down to the 
mat. The famous Bruno boot 
connected four ... five ... six times 
against the side of Hogan’s head. 
Hogan responded with three 
overhead rights. Bruno ducked 
under the fourth and pressed 
Hogan into a bearhug. 
The move surprised the 
“Hulkster;” you could 
hear the whoooooosh of 
air escaping Hogan’s rib 
cage as he gasped for 
breath. Like a fish, he 
tried wiggling out of it, but 
with each movement, 
Bruno’s grip became 
tighter. 

Had Bruno stayed with 
the hold, he probably 
would have won right 
there. Hogan’s strength 
was ebbing, but Bruno 
wanted more. He wanted, 
as he later said, “to end 
with a bang.” 

He shifted Hogan into 
a backbreaker, eliciting 
cries of wonder and 
protest from his fans. “He 
can’t do it. Hogan’s too 
big!” fans shouted. More 
importantly, the shift in 
movement allowed Hogan 
to regain his breath. 


first rule of wrestling Hogan: Never 
give him a second chance. 

By shifting his weight, Hogan 
was able to maneuver out of the 
backbreaker. Bruno, visibly 
fatigued by keeping the 275- 
pounder aloft, fought on. He 
weakened Hogan again with a 
powerful forearm, but the match 
momentum had already swung 
Hogan’s way. 

After 19 minutes, Hogan 
knocked Bruno to the mat. 
Elbowsmash, clothesline, legdrop. 
And the rest is history. 

“To be the man, you got to beat 
the man,” Hogan said. “That's the 
tune of the month. Pay attention, 
Ric Flair. Your worst nightmare is 
about to begin.” 


AFTERMATH 


After granting what seemed like 
hundreds of interviews in the 
locker room following his win, 
Hogan showered and returned to 
his hotel. As he entered the lobby, 
he immediately saw Flair standing 
there. “You ready to get it on one 
more time, big man?” he said. “I'll 
see you in the ring,” he added 
before Hogan had a chance to 
respond. 


AFTER THE AFTERMATH 


Hulk Hogan and Ric Flair have 
wrestled many times in the WWF, 
and many more times in WCW. 
People still debate over which one 
is the greatest world champion. 
The one and only greatest world 
champion of all-time will be 
determined in the Fall 1995 
WRESTLING SUPERSTARS, on sale 
July 18. 

Don’t miss it! O 
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+ NEW! CONCERT LOCATOR FEATURE! 


Artist 

10,000 Maniacs 
4 Non Blondes 
AC/DC 
Aerosmith 
Aimee Mann 
Alice Cooper 
Alice in Chains 
Allman Bros. 
Anthrax 

B-52s 

Bad Company 
Beatles 

Beck 

Belly 

Beverly Hills 90210 


2761 
2765 
2791 
2853 
2871 
3261 
3262 
3265 
2691 
7681 
3332 
3331 
3371 


Big Head Todd/Monsters 3 


Billy Idol 

Billy Joel 

Black Crowes 
Black Sabbath 
Blind Melon 
Bob Dylan 

Bon Jovi 
Bonham 
Breeders 
Brother Cane 
Bruce Hornsby 
Bruce Springsteen 
Bryan Adams 
Bulletboys 
Butthole Surfers 
Catherine Wheel 
Chery! Wheeler 
Cinderella 
Collective Soul 
Concrete Blonde 
Counting Crows 
Coverdale/Page 
Cowboy Junkies 
Cracker 
Cranberries 


4737 
4735 
4861 
4274 
4321 


Crosby, Stills, Nash 
Crowded House 
Cry of Love 

The Cult 

The Cure 

Damn Yankees 
Danger Danger 
Danzig 

David Bowie 
David Lee Roth 
Deep Purple 


Def Seperd 
Depeche Mode 
Dinosaur Jr. 
Dio 

Dire Straits 
Dream Theater 
Duran Duran 
The Eagles 
Edie Brickell 
Elton John 
Elvis Costello 
Enuff Z’nuff 
Eric Johnson 
Eric Claptor. 
Extreme 

Faith No More 
Fight 
Firehouse 
Fleetwood Mac 
Foreigner 
Genesis 
George Thorogood 
Gin Blossoms 
Grateful Dead 
Great White 
Green Day 
Green Jelly 
Guns N’ Roses 
Hardline 
Heart 


4683 


* CONCERT LISTINGS BY AREA! 
x THE LATEST NEWS & UPDATES! 
% UPDATED WEEKLY /24 HOURS! 
* NEW! SAMPLE HOT NEW MUSIC! 


Hothouse Flowers 
nee Girls 
INX! 


Jackson Browne 
Jackyl 

James Taylor 
Jane’s Addiction 
Jerry Garcia Band 
Jesus Jones 
Jethro Tull 
Jimmy Buffett 
Joe Satriani 

John Mellencamp 
Judas Priest 
Juliana Hatfield 


Led Zeppelin 
Lemonheads 
Lenny Kravitz 
Lillian Axe 

Lita Ford 

Live 

Lynch Mob 
Matthew Sweet 
Meat Loaf 
Megadeth 
Melissa Etheridge 
Metallica 

Michael Bolton 
Midnight Oil 
Mighty M. Bosstones 
Minis 

Mitch Malloy 
Morrissey 

Motley Crue 
Motorhead 

Mr. Big 

Ned's Atomic Dustbin 7524 


7621 
7643 
7661 


Neil Young 
Nelson 

New Order 
Nine Inch Nails 
Nirvana 

NRBQ 

Ozzy Osbourne 
Pantera 

Patty Smyth 
Paul Simon 
Paul McCartney 
Paul Westerberg 
Pearl Jam 

Peter Gabriel 
Peter Frampton 
Phish 

Pink Floyd 
Poison 

Porno For Pyros 
Primus 

Prong 

Queen 
Queensryche 
R.E.M. 
Radiohead 
Ramones 


RATT 

Red Hot Chili Peppers 
Richard Marx 
Robert Plant 

Rod Stewart 
Rolling Stones 
Rollins Band 
Rush 

Sacred Reich 
Santana 
Sepultura 

Sinead O'Connor 
Skid Row 
Slaughter 

Slayer 


Smashing Pumpkins 
Smithereens 
Sonic Youth 

Soul Asylum 
Soundgarden 
Spin Doctors 
Squeeze 

Steve Vai 

Stevie Nicks 
Sting 

Stone Temple Pilots 
Suede 

Suicidal Tendencies 
Sundays 
Suzanne Vega 
Talking Heads 
Tears For Fears 
Ted Nugent 
Tesla 

Testament 

The The 

Tom Pett 


Trixter Fan Club 
U2 


UB40 

Ugly Kid Joe 
Urge Overkill 
Van Halen 
Vince Neil 
Violent Femmes 
W.AS.P. 
Warrant 

White Zombie 
The Who 
Wilson Phillips 
World Party 
Yes 


es 
YngwieMalmsteen 
ZZ Top 


PLUS...OVER 500 MORE! ar your favorite group is not listed here, just press or say the numbers on your 
phone that contain the first 3 letters of the group, or artist's last name (i.e. BON Jovi = 266, Bryan ADAms = 232). 


©1994 CONCERT CONNECTION, LTD., DRESHER PA, 19025 


CALL NOW! 


-900-454-7700 


$2.99/min. Under 18 Get Parent's Permission. Avg, Call 3 min. 
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Hulk Hogan and Randy Savage ... 
Sting and Lex Luger ... those are two 
of the duos the Steiners might have 
to face if they return to WCW. They'll 
also likely meet a familiar foe: Bobby 
Eaton (above and bottom right), who 
now teams with Lord Steven Regal. 
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STEINERS 


(Continued from page 39) 


much of a tag wrestler,” 
Hacksaw Duggan said. 
“That’s bull, but it’s what 
they think. Hulk wants to 
show that he and Randy 
can stand up to any team in 
the world, including the 
Steiners. He’s got nothing 
personal against them; he 
just has something to prove.” 

Savage, however, has a 
different take on the matter. 

“Me and the ‘Hulkster’ 
don’t need to be chasing 
the Steiners down,” he said. 
“Let them come to us. | 
have no problem wrestling 
them, but I’m not interested 
in starting something just 
for the sake of a challenge. 
Maybe Hulk needs to prove 

something. | don’t.” 

Rumor of the Steiners’ return 
has sparked an even bigger 
rumor: that Sting and Lex Luger, 
two old teammates, may get 
together to take on the Steiners. 
Considering that Luger currently 
competes in the WWF, that would 


be amazing. Sting refused to com- 
ment on that unconfirmed report, 
but memories of their 1991 show- 
down, voted Match of the Year by 
the readers of Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated, have a lot of people 
excited. 

Whether the rumor of a reunion 
was true or not, the speed with 
which it spread confirms the 
Steiners are having a major 
impact of the WCW tag scene, 
without even having stepped 
through the ropes. The year in 
Japan did nothing to tarnish their 
reputations. 

“Everything’s different now,” 
said Bobby Eaton, who, coinci- 
dentally, formed a tag team with 
Lord Steven Regal known as The 
Blue Bloods shortly after the 
rumor started circulating. “We’re 
all going to be looking over our 
shoulders from now on, whether 
they show up or not.” 

Imagine a entire federation get- 
ting hit with a “Frankensteiner.” 
That is exactly what is happening 
to WCW. = 


STILL PACKED WITH INFORMATION! 


Each weekly issue still contains the latest news and gossip, a calendar of upcoming 
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So many of you have written to 
tell us that you’d love to 
subscribe to Pro Wrestling 
illustrated Weekly, but that it 
was a bit too costly. Well, we’ve 
responded to your input, 
changed the format just a bit, 
and have cut the price by just 
about a third! 


Weekly will be placed £5 AT CLASH 


that once you see all 


YES! | want to be the first with all the news! Please send 
me a subscription to PW/ Weekly as follows: 


[) 17 issues for just $19.99, a 40% savings! 
34 issues for just $34.99, a 45% savings! 
_| 52 issues for just $49.99, a 50% savings! 


I'd like to see a sample copy before | subscribe. 
Enclosed please find a check or money order for $1.95 


NAME 
ADDRESS APT 
CITY STATE. ZIP 


Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. Foreign airmail orders: $2.65 for 
single issue; $32.74 for 17 issues; $60.49 for 34 issues; $88.99 for 52 
issues. International money orders in U.S. funds only. 
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TOP 10 
] HULK HOGAN 


(1) WWF World champion 


(-} No. 2 contender: WWF World title 


{-) WWF Intercontinental champion 


{-) No. 3 contender: WWF World title 


(-) WCW TV champion 


(4) No. 4 contender: WWF World title 


(-) No. 5 contender: WWF World title 


TAG TEAMS 


HARLEM HEAT 
Combined weight: 550 pounds 
(1) WCW World tag team champions 


275, Venice Beach, CA 
(2) WCW World champion 


2 DIESEL = ———sS THE SMOKIN" GUNNS 


356, Las Vegas, NV Combined weight: 465 pounds 
(7) WWF World tag team champions 
THE NASTY BOYS 
Combined weight; 585 pounds 
(3) No. 1 contenders: WCW World tag title 
THE HEADSHRINKERS 
Combined weight: 520 pounds 


(-}) No. 1 contenders: WWF World tag title 


BIG VAN VADER 

450, Denver, CO 

(3) U.S. heavyweight champion 
SHAWN MICHAELS 
234, San Antonio, TX 


JERRY LAWLER EL! & JACOB BLU 

234, Memphis, TN Combined weight: 517 pounds 

-) USWA eight champion -) No. 2 contenders: WWF World tag title 

JEFF JARRETT MARCUS BAGWELL & THE PATRIOT 


230, Nashville, TN Combined weight: 491 pounds 
(6) No. 2 contenders: WCW World tag title 
DOUG GILBERT & TOMMY RICH 
Combined weight: 489 pounds 
{-] USWA tag team champions 
ARN ANDERSON 8 BOB HOLLY & THE KID 
249, Minneapolis, MN Combined weight: 444 pounds 
2) No. 3 contenders: WWF World 
RAZOR RAMON 9 RANDY SAVAGE & STING 
287, Miami, FL Combined weight: 495 pounds 
—__[+) No. 3 contenders: WCW World tag title 
10 SABU & TASMANIAC 
Combined weight: 441 pounds 
(-) ECW tag team champions 


BRET HART 
234, Calgary, Alberta 


title 


KING KONG BUNDY 
446, Atlantic City, NJ 


WwCcw WWE 

World Champion: World Champion: 

HULK HOGAN DIESEL 

(C) 275, Venice Beach, CA (C) 356, las Vegas, NV 
1—BIG VAN VADER 1—JEFF JARRETT 


(1) 450, Denver, CO 


2—ARN ANDERSON 
(6) 249, Minneapolis, MN 


(9) 230, Nashville, TN 


2—SHAWN MICHAELS 
{-) 234, San Antonio, TX 


3—JOHNNY B. BADD 3—BRET HART 

(2) 235, Macon, GA (-) 234, Calgary, Alberta 
4—BLACKTOP BULLY 4—RAZOR RAMON 

(-) 264, Dubuque, A (1) 287, Miami, FL 
5—STING 5—KING KONG BUNDY 


(3) 260, Venice Beach, CA 


6—KEVIN SULLIVAN 
(-) 252, Boston, MA 


(-] 446, Atlantic City, NJ 


6—HAKUSHI 
f+) 231, Tokyo, Japan 


7—AVALANCHE 7—DAVEY BOY SMITH 
(5) 502, Montreal, Quebec (5) 245, leeds, England 
8—ALEX WRIGHT 8—LEX LUGER 
{-) 222, Berlin, Germany (6) 265, Chicago, IL 
9—DUSTIN RHODES 9—OWEN HART 
(7) 254, Austin, TX {-} 227, Calgary, Alberta 
10—HACKSAW DUGGAN 10—BOB BACKLUND 


(8) 280, Glens Falls, NY 
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{4) 234, Princeton, MN 


USWA 
USWA Champion: 
JERRY LAWLER 
(C) 234, Memphis, TN 
1—BRIAN CHRISTOPHER 
(2) 230, Memphis, TN 
2—BiILL DUNDEE 
(4) 219, Melbourne, Australia 
3—SID VICIOUS 
{C) 318, West Memphis, AR 
4—SPELLBINDER 
(5) 246, parts unknown 
5—DOUG GILBERT 
(6) 241, Lexington, TN 
6—CRUSHER BONES 
(+) 269, Memphis, TN 
7—GORGEOUS GEORGE Ill 
{-) 221, Charlotte, NC 
8—MOONDOG SPOT 
{-) 263, parts unknown 
9—TOMMY RICH 
(1) 248, Hendersonville, TN 


10—BIG DADDY CYRUS 
(+) 359, Memphis, TN 


ECW 
ECW Champion: 
SHANE DOUGLAS 
(C) 223, Pittsburgh, PA 
1—SABU 
(2) 220, Bombay 
2—CHRIS BENOIT 
(10) 218, Edmonton, Alberta 
3—CACTUS JACK 
{7} 277, Truth or Consequences, NM 
4—TULLY BLANCHARD 
{-) 235, Charlotte, NC 
5—AL SNOW 
(8) 232, Lima, OH 
6—THE SANDMAN 
(9) 244, Philadelphia, PA 
7=—911 
(3) 310, parts unknown 
8—TASMANIAC 
(4) 221, Tasmania 
9—MIKEY WHIPWRECK 
(-) 187, New York, NY 


10—HACK MYERS 
(-) 250, Baltimore, MD 


OFFICIAL 


Top 10 and Tag Team ratings are based on wor-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, and inherent 
! of each wresiler or team. These ratings are compiled by the magazine's editorial board. Most Popular and Most 


ski 


RATINGS 


Hated ratings are based on nationwide telephone and arena surveys of wrestling fans and on the volume and 
character of mail that comes to our offices. All other ratings are based on the official current positions of challengers 
fo the top title in each category; certain titleholders receive an automatic spot in the ratings. The number in 
parentheses indicates a wrestler's position in that category last issue; (,) indicates that the wrestler was not rated in 
that category last issue. while (C) indicates the wrestler was champion in that category last issue. 


MOST POPULAR 


STING 

260, Venice Beach, CA 

Last issue: No. 1 Most Popular 
2 HULK HOGAN 

275, Venice Beach, CA 

Last issue: No. 2 Most Popular 
3 DIESEL 

356, las Vegas, NV 

Last issue: No. 4 Most Popular 
a RAZOR RAMON 

287, Miami, FL 

Last issue: No. 3 Most Popular 
5 RANDY SAVAGE 

237, Sarasota, Fl. 234, Memphis, TN 

Last issue: No. 6 Most Popular Last issue: unrated 
3 BRET HART § JEFF JARRETT 

234, Calgary, Alberta 230, Nashville, TN 

Last issue: unrated Last issue: unrated 


MOST HATED 


BIG VAN VADER 
450, Denver, CO 
Last issue: No. 1 Most Hated 


234, San Antonio, TX 

Last issue: unrated 

OWEN HART 

227, Calgary, Alberta 

Last issue: No. 10 Most Hated 
ad BOB BACKLUND 

234, Princeton, MN 

Last issue: No. 2 Most Hated 


JERRY LAWLER 


7 DAVEY BOY SMITH 7 KING KONG BUNDY 


245, leeds, England 446, Ailantic City, NJ 

Last issue: No. 10 Most Popular Last issue: unrated 
8 THE UNDERTAKER 8 TATANKA 

328, parts unknown 250, Pembroke, NC 

Last issue: No. 5 Most Popular Last issue: No. 6 Most Hated 
g LEX LUGER a IRWIN R. SCHYSTER 

265, Chicago, IL 248, Syracuse, NY 

Last issue: No. 7 Most Popular Last issue: No. 5 Most Hated 

10 HACKSAW DUGGAN 10 SID VICIOUS 
280, Glens Falls, NY 318, West Memphis, AR 
Last issue: unrated Last issue: No. 7 Most Hated 


SMOKY MOUNTAIN INTERNATIONAL 


Smoky Mountain Champion: Triple Crown Champion: 
JERRY LAWLER TOSHIAKI KAWADA 
[) 234, Memphis, TN {C) 245, Tizhigi, Japan 
1—BUDDY LANDELL 1—STEVE WILLIAMS 
(1) 236, Los Angeles, CA (1) 265, Norman, OK 


2—TONY ANTHONY 2—MITSUHARU MISAWA 
(C) 235, Bucksnort, TN (2) 247, Saitama, Japan 

3—AL SNOW 3—SHINYA HASHIMOTO 
(-) 232, Lima, OH (3) 287, Gisu, Japan 

4—ROBERT GIBSON 4—BiG VAN VADER 


(10) 225, Pensacola, FL (4) 450, Denver, CO 


5—BOO BRADLEY 5—KENTA KOBASHI 
(6) 310, parts unknown (5) 261, Tokyo, Japan 
6—UNIBOMB 6—NOBUHIKO TAKADA 


(7) 231, Yokohama, Japan 
7—STAN HANSEN 


(-) 345, parts unknown 
7—CHRIS CANDIDO 


2 SHAWN MICHAELS 


(4) 226, Carteret, NJ 
8—TRACEY SMOTHERS 
(2) 227, Atlania, GA 
9—MUSTAFA SAED 

(-) 244, Atlanta, GA 


10—RICK MORTON 
{7} 228, Memphis, TN 


(6) 322, Borger, TX 
8—CHRIS BENOIT 
(8) 218, Edmonton, Alberta 


9—PERRO AGUAYO 
(9) 215, Zacatecas, Mexico 


10—GARY ALBRIGHT 


(10) 340, Billings, MT 


For period ended February 23, 1995 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on Nasa 10 issues of this magazine. 
We haye examined our ratings for each of these issues in our Top 
10 and Tag Team categories only, and assigned each position a 
point value: 10 points for a first-place rating, nine for second 
place, and so on. The point values for all wrestlers in the past 10 
issues have been Ge jac with @ possible maximum of 100 
points. Each issue we'll present the fop five finishers in each cate- 
gory. While our regular ratings reflect the past month; these 
cumulative ratings give an indication of wider trends in the sport. 


SINGLES 
1—BRET WARY i cccosscesCicisschusncdstestseaacessiis do points 
2—BIG VAN VADER ....ecsssroseseerserseseeerssO5 points 
3—STING sunken sucoesccusacbeavesoscasedeaproqessecesd O points 
Bm YOKOZUNA. .vcsccccessscvesscsrrecscosscccvensood® points 
5amRIC FLAIR cscsssssecosssvccnesssnsccessuecceseasd a points 


TAG TEAMS 
J —THE NASTY BOYS sonahboantécoasannceiueecascuethd points 
ZmRICK & SCOTT STEINER......cercsceossennense5 2 points 
3—THE HEADSHRINKERS dusscsaecccecascocccsoecehO points 
4—MONEY ONGisccccccecaccesscdcivacccencseccevets aD points 
5—THE HOLLYWOOD BLONDS.......cccscscoeere 2B points 


AAA: AAA Champion—Perro Aguayo; 1—Konnan; 2—Octagon; 3—EI Hijo Del 
Santo; 4—La Parka; 5—Eddy Guerrero; 6—Rey Mysterio Jr; 7—Cien Caras; 8— 
Psicosis; 9—Miguel Perez Jr; 10—Blue Panther. 

ACW: ACW Champion—T. Rontula; 1—Shane Douglas; 2—Tito Santana; 3— 
Rick Martel; 4—Cactus Jack; 5—Ron Simmons; 6—2 Cold Scorpio; 7—Tasmaniac; 
8—Glenn Osbourne; 9—Tommy Dreamer; 10—Scotty Flamingo. 

IWCCW: IWCCW Champion—Tito Santana; 1—Rick Martel; 2—Greg Valentine; 
3—Jim Powers; 4—Cousin Luke; 5—Jimmy Snuka; 6—The Funny i 7— 
Johnny Gunn; 8—Tony Atlas; 9—Metal Maniac; 10—Osamu Nishimura. 

MTW: MTW Champion—Bruiser Bedlam; 1—Dan Severn; 2—J.T. Lightning; 
3—Rock Stevens; 4—Machine Gun Kelly: 5—Sean Casey; 6—Denny Kass; 7— 
Bobo Brazil Jr.; 8—Chris Carter; 9—Al Snow; 10—Scott Summers. 

PWA: PWA Champion—tThe Hater; 1—Jerry Lynn; 2—Charlie Norris; 3— 
Randy Gusto; 4—Jesse Hennig; 5—Punisher; 6—Horace the Lunatic; 7—Dan 
Jesser; 8—Tommy Ferrara; 9—Bloke Beverly; 10—Derrick Dukes. 

PWF: PWE Champion—ttalian Stallion; 1—Russian Assassin II; 2—Flaming 
Youth; 3—Austin Steele: 4—Black Scorpion; 5—Terry Austin; 6—Chris Hamrick; 
7—Crvel Connection II; 8—Star Ryder; 9—Troy Conyers; 10—Tyrone Knox. 
WWA: WWA Champion—Nikolai Volkoff; 1—Frank Finnegan; 2—Akita Kaos; 
3—Gus the Greek; 4—Ed Atlas; 5—Jim McPherson; 6—East L.A.; 7—Paul White; 
8—Jason Headings; 9—John Rotten; 10—Scott The Body. 

WWWA: WWWA Champion—Jack Hammer; 1—Glenn Osbourne; 2—Derrick 
Domino; 3—Super Nova; 4—Ace Darling; 5—Jimmy Snuka; 6—Mr. Motion; 7— 
Metal Maniac; 8—Rick Martel; 9—Bobby Piper; 10—Harley Lewis. 


Glimmer of hope. There seems to be a smidgen of hope on 
the dismal tag team scene. The Smokin’ Gunns captured the 
WWE World tag team belts from Bob “Spark Plugg” Holly and 
The Kid just days after Holly and Kid won the belts in a 
tournament final at the Royal Rumble. Because of this stunning 
upset by a determined young team, and what seems to be 
increasing interest, the tag team scene may be regaining some 
life. This, coupled with the possible returns of both Rick and 
Scott Steiner and The 
Road Warriors, may just 
bring back a lot of the 
excitement that was 
missing for a while in tag 
team wrestling. 

At press time, it seemed 
very, very likely that Rick 
and Scott Steiner would 
finally be returning to the 
United States to compete 
in WCW. As you can see 
by the story on page 37, 
when the rumor that the 
Steiners were on their way 
circulated around WCW, 
there was plenty of interest 
among wrestlers. 

Another rumor from around the Japanese rings is that The 
Road Warriors may be reuniting. Animal was at ringside with 
Hawk for a match against Scott Norton in Tokyo. Animal 
helped his former partner gain the victory by interfering in the 
match several times. Animal, you'll recall, has been sidelined 
with a back injury since 1992, but sources say that his back is 
healing nicely, and he is itching to get back into the ring. 
Although there is much speculation about the possible reunion, it 
is still unclear when—and if—it will occur. 

“If The Road Warriors get back together,” Hawk said, “it will 
be on our own terms! We do what we want!” 

Tag team rebuttal. A \ot of our readers feel that the tag team 
scene is not in as bad a drought as many may think. In response to 
recent “Ratings Analysis” columns that have run in our family of 
magazines, many readers wrote to tell us that tag team wrestling 
has, in fact, never been better. 

It may seem that tag team wrestling is dying, wrote Gerald 
Yeats of Bangor, Maine. But actually it’s flourishing with young, 
talented teams like The Smokin’ Gunns, Men on a Mission, 
Marcus Alexander Bagwell & The Patriot, Harlem Heat, and 
Jacob & Eli Blu (formerly The Bruise Brothers) just to name a 


Scott & Rick Steiner 
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This column will tel fc fans how ‘we go about rating over 200 


few. These teams are the future of tag team wrestling, and they 
will bring the sport into the 21st century. 

Others, though, do believe that the state of tag team wrestling 
is just in a transitional period, and that we must wait for the new 
generation of teams to mature before we get the next tag team 
explosion. 

Good tag teams aren’t just created overnight, wrote reader 
Charlene Hiler of Tacoma, Washington. It takes time to click and 
gel as a team. Many of the young teams today haven't had the 
chance to gel. I say give them a few years, and we'll see real 
exciting competition, just as before. Until then, we must just 
watch as they learn. 

I do miss the dominant teams of the past, like The Road 
Warriors and The Midnight Express, but that was a time that 


The Road Warriors 


can never be repeated, wrote reader Mike Dunwell of Bethesda, 
Maryland. Those teams will never be matched. Besides, even if 
the great teams reunited, they could never be the same. If you’re 
longing for the heyday of tag teams, do what I do: Either pop in a 
VCR tape of the great, old matches or watch the The Rock ’n’ 
Roll Express and The Bushwhackers in action. They may be 
way past their primes, but, hey, at least it’s a little taste of the 
glory years. 

Is tag team wrestling actually getting better? That remains to 
be seen. Until we know for sure, though, we will be watching the 
youthful teams battle for championships and looking for the next 
dominant forces to emerge. 

What do you think? Is tag team wrestling on the upswing? Or 
is it still in need of intensive care? Write us with your comments 
about this column or our ratings. Send them to: “Ratings 
Analysis,” c/o WRESTLING SUPERSTARS, Box 1148, Fort 
Washington, PA 19034. Oo 
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Each issue includes the features 
that you told us you wanted 
most of all: 

Full-color coverage of the 
hottest feuds and biggest stars in 
the sport! 

The incredible “Dream Match” 
that stages improbable bouts in 
the arena of your imagination! 
eExtensive theme sections that 
explore wide-ranging topics to 
the fullest! 

Incisive interviews, columns, 
up-to-date ratings, and much, 
much more! 


CELEBRIT 


y STATUS 


Be a part of all the superstar 


action with Wrestling Superstars! 


x 


restling Superstars 
is now available by 
subscription! Order today 
and be sure not to miss 


W YES! | want to be in on all the superstar action of 


Wrestling Superstars! | am enclosing $23.70 for six issues! 


QO) New (J Renewal 


Send to: 


LONDON PUBLISHING CO. 
P.O. BOX 910 


FT. 


WASHINGTON, PA 19034 


Please indicate method of payment: 


O) Check or money order (enclosed and payable to London Publishing Co.) 
CI visa # 


Expiration Date: I 
MO/YR 
Name = = 
Address =- Apt. 
City . State_ Zip 


Prices apply in U.S. and Canada only. Foreign countries: $28.50 for six 
issues ($34.20 airmail). International money orders in U.S. funds only 
for all orders outside U.S. Please allow up to eight weeks before you 


receive your first issue. 
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When it comes to wrestling, Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
magazine has all the inside information you want 
and it’s only a phone call away. 

If it happens in the ring, the locker room, or on the 
road, you’ll hear it here first. 

To get all the breaking stories from every. federa- 
tion, call the Pro Wrestling Illustrated Hotline now 
and you’ll be the first to learn about ... 


Tell the editors of Pro Wrestling Illustrated what you want 
to see in the magazine. Dictate a letter to the Editor-in-Chief. Selected 
letters will be printed in Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 


CALL NOW 
IN THE U.S., 1-900-884-4PWI 
IN CANADA, 1-900-451-3101 
IN THE U.K., 0891 299 712 


‘B This service is available on both touch-tone and rotary-dial phones, 
“Cost per minute in the United States and Canada is $1.99 per. Costyper minute in the 
United Kingdom is 36p cheap rate and 48p at.all.other times, incl. VAT. 
Kids, get your parents’ permission. _ 
BGM Box 6424, London WCIN 3XX 3149/12-94 
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